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vA Dear Readers 


yme friends of mine love to explore antique and 
- collectible shops. Although I’m less enthused about 
slassware and furniture, they know where to drop me 
—— off: near the old postcards. On their way out they find 
me still engrossed in people’s shared life experiences written 
briefly or even squished onto a bit of paper. I assume, by the 
sometimes torn-off stamps and the increased price because 
of a particular scene on the front, that most people are less 
interested in the stories that fascinate me. 

One woman wrote on every usable (and un-usable) inch of 
a postcard telling a friend that she wasn’t exceptionally happy 
in her new Florida retirement location, although her husband 
loved the activities and the winter warmth. Had I been alive 
in 1906, I believe I would have gotten in touch with her and 
offered to take her to meet some dulcimer players! 

I mainly look at the cards and read the stories, and then 
continue on with my friends to our next adventure. But one 
day I found the card that told a story that led to questions, 
continuing to more stories to more questions. I wouldn’t let 
the postcard out of my possession until it was paid for, even 
though most likely no one else was remotely interested. 

The card was addressed to Miss Jennie Hess in York, 
Pennsylvania, dated 1908. Unfortunately I cannot read the 
location of the posting. 


This isn’t internet dating! What was going on? “Easy,” 
said my antique-hunting friend. “Mail order bride. My 
grandmother was one.” Stories and questions and more 
stories. I love stories, in case you haven’t noticed. 

That’s why this issue of Dulcimer Players News has been 
in my thoughts for almost a year. Sharon McCrumb’s books 
are among my favorites. I was friends with Bill and Gladys 
before they became BillandGladys. (Don’t miss their story.) 
I’ve enjoyed working on this issue so much, especially since 
we have a fine ending to a story related in the summer DPN. 
The floating dulcimer and its owner have been reunited, 
thanks to a subscriber who recognized Jesse Walck and 
started getting everyone together. 

I hope you enjoy this issue. It was a pleasure to gather the 
stories together for you. 

Hellow Jennie 

I thought I would tell you about that fellow he has a mark 
along the left side of his face and isn’t very tall and wears a 
brown slouch hat he told me that he youst to go out to the 


Dulcimerrily, 
factory and wait at the corner till the girls came out. 
Yours Truly 
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Closing dates for the 
February—April 2006 DPN 
(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-January) 

Information for News & 
Notes, Letters, Music 
Exchange, etc: Nov. 5th 


Unclassified Ads: Nov. 5th 
Display Ads: Nov. 10th (space 
reservation), Nov. 20th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 
Unclassified Ads: 


45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 


20% discount. 


advance without copy changes: 


Display Ads: 


1/12 page $35 1/6 page $70 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 


1/2 page $200 Full page $400 


Inside back cover $450 


Outside back cover (4 page) 
$290 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details 
and a style sheet. Unsolicited 
manuscripts are welcome. For 


returns of manuscripts, photos, or 
artwork, please enclose a stamped 
envelope; otherwise DPN is not 
responsible for their eventual fate. 
The DPN reserves the right to edit all 
manuscripts for length and clarity. 
The opinions expressed therein are 
not necessarily those of the Dulcimer 
Players News. 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 
Sam Rizzetta 

Rizzetta Music 

PO Box 530 

Inwood, WV 25428 


Recordings and Books for Review 
Neal Walters 

12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 


News and Notes, Letters, 
Events, Clubs 

Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22604 
UPS address: 

202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 
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“Celtic Meditations~ 
Into the Light 


Edited by Geoff Wysham. Maggie Sansone is an 
internationally-known hammered dulcimer 
player and an award-winning record producer 
and distributor. Here she has compiled, in one 
special collection, the most contemplative 
melodies from her recording of the same name 
(MM302) drawn from her previous CDs: A 
Traveler's Dream, Ancient Noels, Mist & Stone, 
and Dance Upon the Shore. This is music for 
hammered dulcimer that soothes the soul: a 
rich tapestry of Celtic moods for gentle, quiet 
contemplation. Written in standard notation 
in treble clef with chords, this collection is also 
suitable for other melody “C” instruments such 
as recorder, flute, mandolin or guitar. Includes 
liner notes, technique suggestions, and tuning 
system diagrams. While based in the Celtic 
tradition, they express a universal quality, 
transcending borders and speaking to the highest 
in all of us with lightness and joy! 52 pages. 


Book (99900) $14.95 


Publishing the fine 


[=] MEL BAY 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
P.O. Box 66 * Pacific, MO 63069 
1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) 
FAX (636) 257-5062 
ONLINE ORDERING: www.baysidepress.com 
ONLINE CATALOG at www.melbay.com 


News & 
Notes 


The Santur 

DPN readers with an interest in 
hearing the santur in a more modern 
context should give a listen to the CD 


Saturday Night in Bombay by Remember 


Shakti. The original Shakti was formed 
at the start of the 1970s by famed jazz 
guitarist John McLaughlin (also known 
for his work with Miles Davis and his 
own Mahavishnu Orchestra) and tabla 
player Zakir Hussein. They bridged the 
gap between American jazz and the 
traditional music of the subcontinent. A 
few years ago, McLaughlin and Hussain 
recreated the group for a concert in 
Bombay, which was the source for this 
recording. The most powerful piece 

on the CD, “Shringar,” is an extended 
conversation on Indian themes—nearly 
half an hour in length—between 
McLaughlin’s guitar and Shiv Kumar 


Winsome 


EXpPesslons 
Original Airbrushed 
Clothing Designs by: 


Marge Diamond 
440-322-1200 


For Information and 
Design Samples Email: 
mtmarge7 @alltel.net 


Sharma’s santur, abetted by Hussain’s 
tabla and V. Salvaganesh’s work on 
mridingam, ghatam, and kanjira. 
Dave Axler 
Philadelphia, PA 


[Ed.’s Note: Please visit our website 
for a pdf copy of “Lullaby” with words. | 


American Memory Project 

The Library of Congress’ American 
Memory provides free and open access 
through the internet to written and 
spoken words, sound recordings, 
still and moving images, prints, maps 
and sheet music that document the 
American experience. It is a digital 
record of American history and 
creativity. Of particular interest to those 
of us with a love of traditional music are 
the sheet music and vocal recordings. 
Some of the recordings are digitized 
from the original historic recordings 
that were gathered by the folksong 
collectors of the early 20th century. 

Examples of the music collections 
are: African-American Sheet Music, 
1850-1920; Band Music from the Civil 
War Era; Fiddle Tunes of the Old 
Frontier; Voices from the Dust Bowl; 
and The John and Ruby Lomax 1939 
Southern States Recording Trip. 

Address for the American Memory 
site is memory.loc.gov/ammem/ 


[From the January 2005 newsletter 
of the Central Indiana Folk Music & 
Mountain Dulcimer Society. Contact 
them through indianafolkmusic.org.] 


askan 
ruise 


Dulcimer players, are you 
| interested in an Alaskan Cruise 
| May 7-14, 2006? 


A possibility is in the works. 


For information, contact 
| Dulcimer Players News 

at dpn@dpnews.com 

or 540-678-1305. 


J & K Dulcimers 


in association with Mike Reese 
introduce the all new 


GrandStand. & 


Posi-Lock (pat. pend.) assures ’ easy adjustment... 


slip-proof and repeatable easy no more screws & washers 
adjustment in 1/2" increments a i 
No protruding knobs F I | Leather covered instrument 


stop is removable 
and replaceable 


Piano Hinge provides Stability, 
SUR aed DereaNey Bottom of legs are epoxy coated 


Trunk Stay locks stand open, to prevent moisture from leaching 
guarding against accidental into wood. Each leg has a non-skid 
closing while adding Stability rubber foot to protect floors 


J & K Dulcimers + 310 E. Chicago Blvd. * Britton, MI 49229 + 517-451-8259 » www.jkdulcimers.com 


Congratulations! 
to 
Erin Rogers 
Of Concordia, Kansas 
2004 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Erin’s Website is: 
www.senicroots.com/erin 


Koa Custom Dulcimer that were her prizes as 
the Winner of the 2004 National Mountain 
Dulcimer Championship. 


| 
. 
| Erin is shown receiving the trophy and the 
| 
. 


Dulcimer Shoppe, Inc. 


Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 
PO Box 1230 1104 Sylamore Ave. 
Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
McSpaddenDulcimers.com 


America’s premier hammered dulcimer 
players...and their NEW CDs! 


‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
Minor Mode Tunes Bk & CD 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer 
Cottage in the Gien instrumentals 
JODY MARSHALL 
Masters of the 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Great Players of 
the Mountain 
Dulcimer 

Beginnings 
with Chorus & Didjeridu 


Random Acts 
of Fiddling with 


diverse fiddling genres 


Soaring original & 
traditional songs & tunes 


Bottle Up & Go 


with JimJim & the FatBoys 
Blues, Gospel & Folk 


Dulcimer-Friendly 
Worship Series 


Advent Bk/CD 
Evening Prayer Bk/CD 


' Happy Are They: Psalms to 
Sing & Sway By 


NEW. 


Maggie's Music features over fifty Cds 
including twenty Cds with 4 

ar evesndl shidcievedeiad-arneee, www.owImntnmusic.com 

Visit our website and hear y 

2 minute audio samples of every CD f 


Owl Mountain Music, Inc 
A 1281 E. Magnolia Unit D#188 

— OWL + Fort Collins, CO 80524 = (970)472-1352 
Toll free (877) 624-4436 MUSIC INC 


maii@maggiesmusic.com 


WWW.MAGGIESMUSIC.COM 


The Floating 
Ducimer 


A continuing Story 
Dear DPN: 


Imagine my surpise when the 
Summer 2005 Dulcimer Players News 
arrived and I saw listed on the cover, 
“The Floating Dulcimer.” I went right 
to the article rather than to the sections 
I usually read first. The title intrigued 
me. I saw that the dulcimer supposedly 
belonged to a Jesse Walch. I felt it had 
to be Jesse Walck, the son of long-time 
friends, Roger and Missy Walck, from 
Wilmington, Delaware. 

Roger and my husband, Rich, 
graduated from Penn State together. 
We didn’t see each other for many 
years, but when we did get back 
together we were amazed at the similar 
interests we had developed. We (Clare 
and Rich) had fallen in love with both 
the mountain and hammered dulcimers 
and discovered that Roger had built a 
hammered dulcimer. We began meeting 
at the Cranberry Dulcimer Festival 
in Binghamton, New York as often as 
possible. 

Neither of us made it to the festival 
this year. The Walck’s went to Florida 
to help Jesse and his family move into a 
new home after theirs was destroyed by 
hurricane Ivan in September, 2004. 

After reading the DPN article, we 
tried to phone Roger and Missy, but 
they had already left for Florida. We 
sent an email, in hopes that Roger 
would check his mail. Sure enough, he 
did. Roger sent us a message saying, 
“Yes! Yes! That must be his! What a 
story.” They gave Jesse the message, 
and he contacted Gary Diamond. 


Clare Stein 
Schenectady, New York 


[Ed’s Note: Jesse and his dulcimer 
have been reunited, due to the caring 
of many: the finder of the instrument, 
Gary Diamond, Clare Stein...and the 
zippered foam case that kept it afloat 
for months!] & 


Dulcimer 
Clubs 


Alabama 

Emelle Dulcimer Players 
Janice Poole 

29655 AL Hwy 17 
Emelle AL 
205-652-7200 
mlsbt306@aol.com 
Wednesdays 


Florida 

Mountain Dulcimer Club of Bradenton/ 
Sarasota 

Gail Lewis 

2006 Yale Avenue 

Bradenton FL 34207 

941-751-2554 

gailewis@aol.com 

Ist & 3rd Tuesdays 


Mississippi 

Tombigbee Dulcimer Group 
Pat Arinder 

PO Box 638 

Amory MS 38821 
662-256-4520 

Call for meeting information 


New Mexico 
Dulcimer Friends 


May 28, 2005 was a huge success for 
the first-ever gathering of mountain 
dulcimer players in this southwestern 
part of New Mexico. Twelve interested 
people attended and, starting from 
the basics, they were able to play three 
tunes and one round by the end of two 
hours. This gathering will occur on 
the 4th Saturday of each month from 
1-3 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist 
Building on Swan Street in Silver 
City, New Mexico. For information, 
contact Peggy Spofford-Wallace at 
tachysphex@cybermesa.com. € 
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Dream Castle by Guy George is a collection of 
newly arranged classics and originals on 
hammered dulcimer, including "“Pachebel's 
Canon in D", "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring", 
"Fanny Poer", and more. Guy George adds that 
special touch with his inspiring sax work, 
pennywhistle and unique musicianship on the 
steel drums on several songs on the following 
CDs: As Time Goes By; Plays Well With Other; 
I Wish They Hadn't Done That. These CDs are 
available online with FREE SHIPPING within 
the Continental U.S. 


Call Guy at 440-639-0383 to purchase 
CDs, workshop CDs, booking information, 
workshop and performance schedule, 
or visit his website at 

www.Guy George.com 


Email: hdggeorge@aol.com 
WORKSHOP CDs: 


Each set comes in a plastic 
folder with the music on high 
quality cardstock paper and 
two WORKSHOP CDS. 
AVAILABLE NOW: Dill Pickle 
Rag and Hyfrydol 


WORKSHOP CD SETS $15.00 

Get an in-depth lesson with Guy’s teaching 
method to make learning easier and fun. 
Lots of “looping”. Melody instruction and 
back-up on 2 separate discs. Both discs 
offer extensive learning and practicing 
techniques with bass & drum back-up for 
playing “in the groove”. Make learning a new 
tune fun! 


FOLKS! Don't Try 
This At Home!!! 


This is for real. Read about it 
in our unclassified ad, 
or come by and see it 


The Jam Factory 
207 N. Main, 
Hannibal, MO 63401 
573-221-2520 
songbirdhd.com 


The Amazi 


legendary durability 


Songbird Phoebell 


Musical Reviews 


Neal Walters 


veteran of the Michigan contra 
dance scene, Bob Hubbach has 
released his first CD, Up North 
Down East. It provides compelling 
evidence that the hammered dulcimer 
tradition is alive, well and flourishing 
up north and down east! With friends 
Judi Morningstar (piano), Brad Battery 
(fiddle), Gerald Coté (accordion), 
Sharon Coté (piano), Mike Gleason 
(double bass), Paul Goelz (cello), and 
Glen Shultz (accordion), Bob has 
crafted an exceptionally lovely album 
of dance tunes from mostly traditional 
origins in New England, Canada, Ireland 
and the British Isles. Bob’s infectious 
playing sparkles throughout with truly 
great support from the accompanying 
musicians. Bob’s special gift is dance 
music and he’s chosen a raft of good 
tunes to demonstrate what he calls 
“hammered dulcimer in the northern 
latitudes.” The generous helping 

of twenty three tracks include My 
Dungannon Sweetheart/Circus Boy, 
Fisher’s Hornpipe, The Red Headed 
Fiddler’s Waltz, and Spanish Two Step. 


ick Fogel is one of the few 

hammered dulcimers players you 

might tend to doubt when he 

tells you that his expertise at the 
instrument is “not rocket science.” That 
doesn’t mean it isn’t nuclear physics 
as Rick holds a master’s degree in that 
black art from the University of Virginia. 
He now runs the Whamdiddle Dulcimer 
Company where he builds wonderful 
dulcimers, performs and teaches at 
workshops across the country. He 
collaborated with the Seattle Symphony 
on a movie score and recording and 
was also featured in a television 
documentary for PBS and NHK Japan 
on the “Craftsmen of the World” series 
(reviewed in the Fall 2004 DPN). The 
Divine Dulcimer is his latest recording 
and it’s another good one. Rick plays 
5-octave, bass, and soprano dulcimers 
arranged in a semicircle, giving him 
a seven octave range. He is joined by 


Greg Youmans on acoustic bass and 
Simon Chrisman and Josh Pemberton 
who also play 5-octave instruments. 

The combination of dulcimer and bass 
is gorgeous and powerful, and is put to 
skillful use on a varied program of music 
from classical, bluegrass, Japanese, 
Yiddish, Celtic and Eastern European 
sources. Tunes include Leather Britches, 
Florida Blues, Hora Oltanesca, Grey 
Eyes, and Midnight on the Water. 


rofound Joy, by Tim Seaman, is a 
holiday CD with over an hour of 
superb hammered dulcimer music 
suitable for the Christmas season. 
It’s a mixture of the familiar and the 
obscure, with Tim playing flute, bamboo 
flute, bowed and plucked psaltery, 
guitars, keyboard, melodica, mountain 
dulcimer and percussion in addition to 
his hammered dulcimer. The music is 
wonderful, the graphic design is terrific 
and the mood invoked is peaceful and 
tranquil—like snow blanketing a forest 
on Christmas morning. Tim’s playing 
displays equal amounts of energy, 
nuance and skill. The booklet notes are 
both informative and inspiring. Tunes 
include The Holly and the Ivy, How 
Shall I Fitly Meet Thee, Morning’s 
Climb through Ponderosas/The Philmont 
Hymn, and Hey, Ho Nobody Home. 


alisman is a talented Celtic- 
flavored band from the Pacific 
Northwest which features Carl 
Thor (hammered dulcimer, 
piano, autoharp, percussion and vocals) 
along with Jeff Kerssen-Griep (guitar, 
percussion and vocals) and Sara Martin 
(flute, whistles, percussion and vocals). 
Laura Bissonette plays fiddle on the 
recording though she has now left the 
band and has been replaced by Ian 
Clemons. Together for over a decade, 
Just Up the Hill is the band’s second 
CD release. This is a fine recording and 
demonstrates why their reputation is 
growing amid solid endorsements from 
the likes of Paul Machlis, a composer 
and pianist with fiddler Alasdair Fraser. 
Like all good bands, the whole is better 
than the sum of the parts, and the 
combination of dulcimer, fiddle, and 
whistles/flutes trading leads driven 


by excellent guitar playing makes the 
CD a winner. Tunes include Behind 

the Haystack/Blarney Pilgrim/Moon 
and Seven Stars, Munster Bank/ 
Ballydesmond Polka, and Roseville Fair/ 
Off to California. 


teve Eulberg recently had one of 
his tunes selected for use in an 
upcoming episode of PBS’ Road 
Trip Nation. Congratulations, 
Steve! As if that weren’t enough, he 
has also released I Celebrate Life, a 
wonderful new collection of original 
tunes for mountain and hammered 
dulcimer that spans all of Steve’s twenty 
five years of performing. The title tune 
was inspired by a Jean Ritchie poem 
and aptly describes Steve’s approach to 
music and the business of living. The 
set consists of a tune book containing 
thirty-three mountain dulcimer and ten 
hammered dulcimer arrangements and 
a CD focusing on tunes not recorded on 
his previous releases. Steve plays many 
stringed instruments, but this set focuses 
squarely on dulcimer. Wait a minute! 
He still manages to play six different 
mountain dulcimers: standard, baritone, 
Ginger 5- and 6-string models and a 
dulcibro (combination dulcimer and 
dobro). He relies exclusively on his trusty 
Dusty Strings D260-B for the hammered 
dulcimer selections. He also plays 
occasional mandolin, guitar, bass and 
drum and gets a lot of good support from 
Mike Moxcey on clawhammer banjo, 
Melanie Krepp on fiddle, Russ Hopkins 
on guitar and percussion, daughter 
Kaitlin on one vocal, and Carole and 
Teresa Lundgren on fiddles. Steve is a 
superb dulcimer player by any standard, 
a positive and giving person and a first- 
rate composer with a unique knack of 
writing tunes that fit the instrument 
perfectly. J Celebrate Life is his magnum 
opus, and I recommend it highly. 


usan Trump is a great singer, 

a powerful songwriter, and an 

outstanding musician on mountain 

dulcimer, guitar, and banjo. She’s 
a wonderful teacher who is a perennial 
favorite at many dulcimer festivals and 
has been awarded several “Meet the 
Composer” grants for songwriting from 


the National Endowment for the Arts. 
On Songs of Faith and Hope Susan 

is at the top of her form, and there 

isn’t a weak song on the album. The 
supporting musicians are uniformly 
excellent, and producer, Paul Mills, 

has coaxed outstanding performances 
from everybody involved. The songs are 
uplifting and positive, and Susan makes 
each song a vehicle for sharing her own 
vision of what it means to believe in 
something fine and good. This includes 
a heartfelt salute to the late Bob and 
Mama Maude Mize. There’s a lot of 
good dulcimer playing too. Songs include 
We Are Crossing the Water, Streets 

of Gold, Quiet Faith of Man, Angel 
Gabriel/Shady Grove, and Call Down a 
Blessing. 


t’s been way too long since we've 
heard from Lois Hornbostel since 
she’s been extremely busy running 
the Western Carolina University 
and the Swannanoa dulcimer gatherings. 
She has also immersed herself in Cajun 
culture and discovered the potential 
of the mountain dulcimer for playing 
Cajun music. Her new Mel Bay book, 
Cajun Favorites for Mountain Dulcimer, 
is the result. Lois feels that Cajun 
music, which is largely a product of the 
diatonic accordion, sounds “at home” 
on the dulcimer because of its diatonic 
character. The music is also “user- 
friendly” for the mountain dulcimer 
player because it’s usually played at a 
moderate tempo, has appealing simple 
melodies and relies on a sparse chord 
progression. Her new book is a gentle 
but thorough introduction to the music 
and the culture. There are twenty- 
seven great tunes arranged in standard 
notation and dulcimer tablature. 
The tunes are presented in the keys 
commonly used by Cajun bands, so some 
retuning and/or use of a capo is required. 
Many, however, can also be played in 
D-A-D. This book/CD set is a great 
resource for anybody interested in Cajun 
music. Tunes range from Jolie Blonde 
and Chez Seychelles to Grand Mamou, 
Madame Sosthéne, and Parlez-nous a 
Boire. 


Hand-carved, unique instruments 
crafted by Ron "Coog" Cook 


147 Sacramento Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
www.cooginstruments.com 


(831) 425-4933 
ron@cooginstruments.com 


music folk 


Blue Lion # McSpadden 
Folkcraft * Cripple Creek 
Dusty Strings # Master Works 
Black Mountain # TK O'Briens 
McNally # H&H Enterprises 
Songbird # Lyon & Healy 
Mid-East * Triplett 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Books 


ve de He He te de He te He te Hee 


“The Promised Land” 
“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
“Hymns & Gospel Songs 

“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 
$15.00 each + s&h 
1 book—$3 s&h 
2 books — #4 s&h 
3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
5 or more books — No Charge 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
Includes melody line, tab. chords 
and words. Song lists available upon 
request or on website. 
Helen Johnson 
P.O. Box 3395 
Lake Jackson. TX 77566 
Telephone: 979-297-7015 
Email: Helen‘@:HelenJohnson.biz 
www.HelenJohnson.biz 
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16th annual 
Spring Dulcimer 


Week 


8thAnnual 


Weekend 
March 17 & 18, 


April 2-7, 2006 


Choose from 
9 different 
classes, all 


levels: 


Hammered Dulcimer 


(3 levels) 


Mountain Dulcimer 


(3 levels) 


Autoharp (2 levels) 
NEW: Bowed Psaltry Beg./Int. 


Johnson County 
Community College 
2345 College Blvd * Overland Park, KS 


9 Hours of Instruction/Playing 


plus bowed psaltery & autoharp 


evening “mini-classes” 
For more information: 
Augusta Heritage Center 
Davis & Elkins College 
100 Campus Drive 
Elkins, WV 26241 
304-637-1209 


Building Your 
Repertoire 
% on Fretted 
_ Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min 
For Novice to 
’ Intermediate level, 20 
tunes carefully taught and fun dulcimer 


Hammered Dulcimer — Linda G. Thomas 
Mountain Dulcimer — Gary Gallier 
Flatpick Guitar — Dan DeLancey 


Evening Concert: Thomas/DeLancey Trio & Gary Gallier 


www.augustaheritage.com 


For more information: Linda G. Thomas or Dan DeLancey 
406 W. 109th Terr. * Kansas City, MO 64114 (816) 941-7834 
e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


www.debbieporter.net 


Recordings and Instructional Materials for both the 
Ukulele and Mountain Dut 


“I Wonder What the Poor Folks Are Doing Tonight” CD 
and songbook featuring Deb Porter, Andrew Hardin, Lil Rev, 
Pops Bayless, Stephen Bennett, Clive Gregson, Lee Rowe 
and More...great ukulele recording of a wide range of music 
including great old traditional tunes. 


“A Bit of Southern Uke, Please” —20 great old tunes 
arranged for Ukulele. ($20+ S&H) 


“Carter Family Tunes” 12 favorite Carter family tunes with 
Dulcimer Tab book with CD ($20 + S&H) 


CDs available of great uke and dulcimer music. 


90 minute videos featuring “bird’s eye view” camera 
angle and tab book. 


Debbie Porter teaches Fretted Dulcimer 
(DAD Tuning) 90 min 

For absolute beginners 

to novice level, 11 

songs with a jam 

session at the end to 

give you a chance to 

use your new skills. 


club jam session. (Now on DVD) 


15” Annual 
Buckeye 
Dulcimer 


Festival 
March 8 — 12 


2006 


Recreation Unlimited 


“National Challenge for People with Disabilities” 


Ashley, Ohio 


Performers & Instructors 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Gary Sager 
Cindy Funk 
Shelley Stevens 

Gary Gallier 

Don Pedi 
ys 
Hammered Dulcimer 
Chris Cooperrider 
Joyce Harrison 
Dee Dee Tibbits 
Rick Thum 
Sam Rizzetta 


Autoharp 


Les Gustafson-Zook 


Band Together 
Shari Wolf 


Banjo 
Joe Steiner 


Harp 
Sue Richards 


New — Old-Time Fiddle — New 


Ken Kolodner 


Consultant 
Dorothy Buchanan 


More instructors to be added 


www.geocities.com/buckeyedulcimer 
or 


Louise Ziegler 
232 W High St 
Ashley, Ohio 43003 
Phone# (740)-747-2326 
E-Mail 
buckeyedulcimer(@ yahoo.com 


F rf 


== N Vlow Ftvailable from 
a Waster Works 


Dampers 


Detachable pedal that can be located anywhere when you play 
Durable with no bulky springs to go out of adjustment ee 
Small & Light - instrument still fits in regular case 

Can be retrofitted 


Accurate top to bottom 


Quiet 


PIONEER PACKAGE 


15-14 Laminated top 


New with maple bridges 
e\ & stained all over, 
\\od Case, Stand and Tuner 
Only $599 
This is the perfect package for 
4 a beginner dulcimer player 


Master Works Master (vearks 
36613 US 70 Bennington, OK 74723 


- £Or i eet 
888-752-9243 » (mince Fe g3 
Pst 


www.MasterWorksOK.com _ — 


Sample the Ceot of the Gest 


\ 2 new sampler CDs featuring 22 National Champions. Selections from their 
finest recordings compiled together in two GREAT CDs. 


Hammer Dulcimer CD features Take advantage of comparing the 
Bonnie Carol playing styles of numerous champions 
Russell Cook “side by side” on a single CD! 
 ——— Dan Duggan 


Scott Freeman Mountain Dulcimer CD features 


Princess Harris Linda Brockinton $15 each or 


Brenda Hunter Larry Conger 


Jamie Janover Gary Gallier g et them 


David Mahler Les Gallier 55" 
Joshua Messick Hollis Landrum t, 
David Moran Kim McKee both for 
Mark Wade Mark Nelson 
Randy Zombola Scott Odena 


Mark Tindle *offer good through January 31, 2006. 
888- 752-9243 Lloyd Wright Must mention this ad to get the special price. 
Master Works and Wood ‘N Strings are now located together 


in beautiful Southeastern Oklahoma. Surf on over to 
www. Master WorksOK.com, or come on over and play a tune! 


RV Hookups 
available on-site 


Master Works Master Works ¢ Russell Cook 


36613 US Hwy 70 Bennington, OK 74723 
888-752-9243 
‘i eapdidiaeaeniate www. Master WorksOK.com 


Benrangion, 
Otiahora 


Fall 2005 = 9 


November 12 ¢ Colorado Springs CO 
Workshop and concert (MD), co- 
sponsored by Black Rose Acoustic 
Society and Serendipity Peak 
Dulcimer Club. Info: Malacha Hall, 
719-380-5695, mirwhall@msn.com, 


EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 
November — January issue: 


Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 


“ 9 : cet ulci ’ tS serendipitypeakdulcimer.i8.com. Deadline: August Sth 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One November 18-19 ¢ York, SC February - April issue: 
Folk School Road, Brasstown NC Yorkville Music Weekend. HD, MD, Events from 2nd weekend of Feb. 
28902, 800-365-5724, folkschool.org. fiddle workshops, jams, concert. See a oer ooo of May 
: Susan Sherlock. 803-628-05¢ i: November Sth 

November 11-13 » Townsend, TN << - 
Smokey Mountain Dulcimer Retreat. HD, ~~ May - 
MD. Workshops, concert, jamming. November 18-20 ¢ Munich, Germany gues from 2nd weekend of May 
Info: Anne-Marie Begley, 865-494-0763, Hackbrett Festival. Concerts, This rough mati Day weekend 
Thousandpark@aol.com korrnet.org/ exhibitions of stringed instruments. Scan op calendar 
kade/. Info: Zapf-Musik, An der Leiten eemmary th 

St 32, 85652 Ottersberg, Germany, Tel: August - October issue: 
2 aieteska whkes 08121/772747, info@zapf-musik.de, Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 


Southeast Ohio Dulcimer Festival. MD, 


thr 
HD workshops, concert. Info: Jerry ough the 2nd weekend of Nov. 


zapf-musik.de. 
Deadline: May Sth 


Rockwell, PO Box 79, Guysville OH December 4-10 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
45735, 740-662-3011, festival@jcrmusic —_ Learn to Play Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 
com. John C, Campbell Folk School, One 


Folk School Road, Brasstown NC 
28902, 800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


Continued on next page. 
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Announcing WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY | 
The Fifth Annual MOUNTAIN DULCIMER WEEK | 


Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Thursdayavangl oto Sundayavans22920.06) 
Susan Trump +f Larry Conger ambuthilnnsvakenunaluskaaNnc} 
Linda Thomas -+ Dan Duggan 
i -farl . Ks Join us at this beautiful retreat center in the Western North Carolina 
Allen Macfarlane Joe Collins mountains for an informal weekend of Skills Refreshing Sessions, Jam 
Sessions, Concerts, Open Stage, and more. Staff: Lois Hombostel, 
July 23-28, 2006 Kenneth Bloom, Betty Smith, Don Pedi, Bill Taylor, Will Peebles 


Parkville, M ; 
» MO For registration information, contact Bobby Hensley, 


828-227-7397 or hensley@wcu.edu, or visit our website: 


Jor information contact: Sharon Lindenmeyer http://edoutreach.wcu.edu/dulcimer. Mark your calendars for next | 
405 Court « Ellsworth, KS 67439 summer’s WCU Mountain Dulcimer WEEK, June 18-23, 2006! 


(785) 472-4285 * sIndmyr@carrollsweb.com 
www.heritagedulcimercamp.org 


Western Carolina University is one of the sixteen senior institutions of the 
University of North Carolina and an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


The Mountain Dulcimer Society 
of Dayton, Ohio 


invites you to join us for our 


25" Annual 


DULCIMER DOIN’*S 


February 17 — 19, 2006 


Join us at our new home in 
Maria Stein, Ohio 


Make winter a retreat! 
Enjoy the perfect combination of 
music & friends ~ old & new 


For more information and a registration form 


visit our website at: 
www.geocities.com/daytondulcimers 


: af 


email us at: 
daytondulcimers@yahoo.com 


Contact person: 
Gretchen Beers ~ 937-767-1457 


Space is limited, so register early! 


In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play, 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 
Yours for the asking. 


100 Foothill Bivd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 


| 


pring 


ins 2006 


endezvous 


A gathering for hammer dulcimer players & friends~ 
April 21st — 234 


Oral Hull Park, outside Sandy, Oregon 


Only 27 miles from the Portland Airport 
Public transportation available to site 
Close to Portland, Mt. Hood & other attractions 


Beginner, intermediate and advanced workshops with 
Ken Kolodner, Maddie MacNeil 
Janet Braymen & Carl Thor 
Instructors concert, jamming, open mic, raffle 


& other activities. On-site lodging available. 
Food served on-site. 


For information contact Pete Ballerstedt, 541.905.6995, 
sfr.info@gmail.com or visit Pete’s web site — 
http:/www.peteballerstedt.com 


A Little 
of This 
G 
A Little 
of That 


His Debut CD 
with Sixteen 
tunes 
featuring 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 
and 
Tin Whistle. 
With favorites 
such as 
“Maggie” 
“Wild Mountain 


“Cajun Waltz” 


CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping 
A Little of This & That tab book, $12.50 plus $2.00 S@H 
Thistledew Acres * RO. Box 134 * Marengo, OH, 43334 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


January 6-8 ¢ Huntsville, TX 

Dulcimer Retreat. Weekend of jamming 
for all acoustic instruments plus 
workshops. Info: Linda Evans, 11129 
Highway 90 West, Beaumont TX 77713, 
409-866-0848, ssdulchse@aol.com, 
dulcimerhouse.com. 


January 8-14 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Advanced Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902. 800/365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


January 14-15 ¢ Appling, GA 

Mistletoe State Park Jam. Mountain 
dulcimer jam (indoor facility) open 

to other instrument players and 
non-players. Info: Rick & Peggy Ertz, 
706-855-7041, ertzmrgrt@netscape.net, 
geocities.com/ertzmrgrt. 


January 19-22 ¢ Lake Junaluska, NC 
Western Carolina University Winter 
Weekend. MD classes, concerts, open 
stage, jamming, dulcimer orchestra. 
Info: Bobby Hensley, 828-227-7397, 


dulcimer. 


Announcing 
Fifth Anniversary 
Lagniappe Dulcimer Féte 


March 10-12, 2006 
749 N. Jefferson Ave 
Port Allen, Louisiana 


Events & Workshops For: 

Mountain Dulcimer, Autoharp, Fiddle, Guitar, 
Hammered Dulcimer, Banjo, Harmonica, Upright Bass, 
Bowed Psaltery, Penny Whistle & plenty of jamming, 
open stage, crazy club contest, vendors, RV camping, 
Cajun catered meals, 3 concerts & 

“First Louisiana State Dulcimer Championship” 


Featuring: 
Robert Force, Lois Hornbostel, Steve Heiser, 
Rick Thum, Rosamond Campbell, 
Karen Daniels, Hazel & the Delta Ramblers 


Lagniappe Dulcimer Society 
8885 Trinity Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
(225) 926-8581 or (225) 749-5705 
E-mail clt4dul@aol.com 
www.lagniappedulcimer.com 


January 21 ¢ Stroudsburg, PA 
Winter DulcimerFest. Workshops 
and concert featuring HD and MD. 
Info: Norm Williams, 610-588-5960, 
dulcinut@ptd.net. 


January 22-27 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Advanced Mountain Dulcimer. Info: John February 5-11 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown NC 28902. 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


January 22-27 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Dulcimer Duets: Play Two Parts and More. February 10-11 ¢ Dallas/Fort Worth, TX 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
One Folk School Road, Brasstown NC 
28902. 800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


February 3-4 ¢ Fort Collins, CO 
Colorado Dulcimer Festival. HD, MD 
workshops and concert. Info: Steve 
Eulberg,1281 E. Magnolia Unit 
D#188, Fort Collins CO 80524, 
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hensley@wcu.edu, edoutreach.wcu.edu/ 970-472-1352, steve@owlmntnmusic. 


com, owlmntnmusic.com. 


February 4 ¢ Loudon, TN 

Workshops for all levels of mountain 
dulcimer players. Info: Norma Jean 
Davis, 205 Engel Road, Loudon TN 
37774. 865-458-5493, davis_music 
@juno.com. 


Build a Hammered Dulcimer. Info: John 
C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


Winter Festival of Acoustic Music. HD, 
MD, autoharp, harp, guitar, and more. 
Workshops and concerts. Info: Linda 
Lowe Thompson, 309 Pennsylvania, 
Denton TX 76205, 940-387-4001, 
lit6@earthlink.net, users2.ev1.net/ 
~dcturner/wfest.htm. €3 


Pocono Dulcimer Club 


# presents the *& 
sk Fourth Annual 


Winter DulcimerFest 


‘He Saturday, January 21, 2006 ee 
% Stroudsburg, PA 
# % 


# 


% 
Workshops, jams and concerts 


™ for beginners through advanced on 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 


& 
* Featuring Aubrey Atwater on 


Mountain Dulcimer and 


Rick Thum on Hammer Dulcimer 


Ed 
Contact Norm Williams 
249 South Main Street Bangor, PA 18013 
dulcinut@ptd.net (610) 588-5960 
http://pdc-waf.tripod.cony & 
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Bil & Gladys Wiese 


A Tale for Your Storybooks 


by Bonnie Carol 
Nederland, Colorado 


: he story of well-loved dulcimer players Bill and Gladys 
| Nielsen is one of dreams come true. It sports the usual 
) themes of love, courtship and romance, but with the 

= twist that Bill and Gladys were in their seventies when 
engaging in these time-honored traditions. But I get ahead of 
my story... 


Gladys’ Story 

Gladys, an only child, was born in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee, and transplanted to California at the age of 
twelve. She has had a full life as an elementary school 
teacher, a parent to three and a grandparent to nine. She 
studied piano from the time she was six years old and, upon 
entering college, majored in music theory. In the middle of 
her junior year she dropped out of school to raise her new 
family. Nine years later she returned to school to complete 
her college degree, but switched to elementary education. 
While teaching first grade, she taught herself to play guitar 
so she could teach the children to sing. This was in the 60s, 
and wasn’t everyone playing guitar? Gladys bought her first 
dulcimer for $75 in Gatlinburg, Tennessee in 1969 and took 
a dulcimer class from Dorothy Chase at the Claremont, 
California Folk Festival. Her first exposure to the hammered 
dulcimer was when a parent of one of her elementary school 
students played it at “sharing time.” Soon she bought one and 
taught herself to play it as well. 

Gladys says, “The discovery of the dulcimer opened a 
whole new area of music to enjoy. I have often heard students 
say that the dulcimer is wonderful therapy and I have found 
this to be true. It is an instrument that can be enjoyed without 
a great amount of practice and experience, and yet, the 
dulcimer can be as challenging as you will allow it to be.” 

Gladys retired from school teaching in 1987 and 
established the Mountain Music Store near San Bernardino, 
California. There she gave lessons on both dulcimers and 
autoharp. To this day, she loves to teach music and “watch the 
lights go on.” 

While teaching dulcimer and operating the shop, she 
found herself the primary caregiver for her husband who had 
developed Alzheimer’s Disease. With his passing she began 
returning to the Appalachian Mountain region for music 
festivals each spring. Because of all the fond memories of her 
girlhood spent with grandparents in the Smokey Mountains 
of Western North Carolina, she always felt this part of the 
country to be home. 


In 1994, at age sixty-two, she decided to explore the 
draw the Smokies had on her. Gladys moved temporarily 
to the woods near Robbinsville, North Carolina, building a 
long-dreamed-for log house. It was difficult to leave family 
and friends in California, but she found a fulfilling life in 
her cabin in the mountains. With her friends and family in 
mind, she wrote words to “Idyllwild Waltz,” which eventually 
became a song. She frequently drove the ninety-mile round 
trip to the John C. Campbell Folk School to participate in 
classes, dances, and other activities. By 2001, she knew that 
Brasstown was where she wanted to settle. 


Bill’s Story 

After growing up in Chicago, Arizona, and Colorado, and 
“surviving” twenty-two years in the Marine Corps—including 
service in Korea and Viet Nam—Bill retired in 1971. With his 
wife and four children, he settled in Sanford, North Carolina. 
Bill went to work as a production planning manager, 
warehouse manager and computer system designer for the 
Coty Cosmetic Company. 

In the 1980’s, the Nielsens had a sailboat and traveled 
to Bermuda, the Chesapeake Bay, and the sounds of North 
Carolina. By 1994 sailing was impossible due to his wife’s 
worsening illness. Like Gladys, Bill became a full-time 
caregiver for a spouse with Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Bill had no formal musical education. Like many others, 
he bought a guitar during the *60s, learned a few chords and 
got together with friends once in a while to play and sing. In 
1969 (the year that Gladys got her first dulcimer) Bill bought 
his first dulcimer at Colorado’s Denver Folklore Center. It 
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cost $40. From about 1970 until about 1992 he didn’t play river trips on the great desert rivers of the Southwest. Her website 


is BonnieCarol.com. 


" 


music. After 1992, he tried the guitar again, but his arthritic 
hands weren’t as agile as they once were. He bought a second 
dulcimer at the McSpadden shop in Arkansas that year, and 
with the help of a good musical ear and dulcimer books he 
re-taught himself to play. He was still mostly interested in ’60s 
folk music, and to this day knows more lyrics from that era 
than do most of us. By the time he began going to dulcimer 
festivals, he was an accomplished player. 

From 1994 until his wife’s death in 1998, Bill attended two 
or three dulcimer festivals a year. After her death in 1998, he 
became a self-avowed festival junkie, attending ten or twelve 
festivals a year. 


The Event Destined to Change Lives 

Bill and Gladys met at Spring Dulcimer Week at the 
August Heritage Center in Elkins, West Virginia in 1995. 
Both had been caretakers of spouses with Alzheimer’s 
Disease, and they both loved the dulcimer. Both had become 
proficient players and gave dulcimer classes—Bill to the 
seniors in Sanford, and Gladys at the John. C. Campbell 
Folk School. The two visited at numerous festivals over the 
succeeding seven years, and in 2002 both attended the annual 
Dulcimer Celebration at John C. Campbell Folk School in 
Brasstown. Bill stayed for a few days afterwards and Gladys 
showed him around the area. Gladys describes these days as, 
“He chased me ’till I caught him!” 

One of my fondest memories of Bill was when he 
turned seventy during the 2000 edition of the Moons and 
Tunes River Trip on the Colorado River. There was a 
party, complete with a birthday cake and costumes, amply 
celebrating this momentous event. Bill confided to me that 
the most difficult part of the Moons and Tunes adventure was 
his poor night vision. He needed a companion who had good 
night vision, could play the dulcimer, liked to travel and had 
long hair. 

The 2003 edition of Moons and Tunes was very special. It 
included Bill with his new companion, Gladys, and they were 
well on their way into their “bonus life,” as Gladys termed it. 
We knew they were right for each other when they described 
their shared loves of traveling and dulcimers, when Gladys 
gave an energetic clogging demonstration in the sand of 
Horse Thief Canyon, and when they donned costume after 
costume that Gladys designed and sewed for them. 

The storybook was written. They were married in 
November of 2003 and moved to Murphy, North Carolina, 
about three miles from the Folk School. I interviewed them 
for this story on the occasion of the eighth anniversary of 
their marriage—the eighth month, that is. 

Knowing Bill and Gladys has provided that necessary 
model of the deepening and fun that comes with age. I aspire 
to grow up and be just like them! 


Bonnie Carrol has played hammered dulcimer since 1971. 
Bonnie builds fretted dulcimers, writes books about the dulcimer, 
makes recordings, performs at festivals, and organizes musical 


Bill and Gladys Nielsen 
bgnielsoen@cabletvonline.com 


John C. Campbell Folk School 
One Folk School Road 
Brasstown, NC 28902 
800-365-5724 

folkschool.org 


Augusta Heritage Center 
Davis & Elkins College 
Elkins, WV 26241 
304-637-1209 
augustaheritage.com €3 


ScottOdena “/ 


* ~ __ Rhythm of the Wind -New Recording! 


EE 


fo Scott & Lisa Odena showcasethe mountain dulcimer ina variety of sylesand 
eae suit Musical genres. | Ttracks -indudes itletrack, AmazingGrace, 
ta ©% —O'Carolan'sConcerto, Largo, LordoftheDance andmany more. 


#80” g Nsoindudes gitar banjoandmandoln Vocus on 2tracks 
Companion book of tab available 

Niythin ofthe Wind ()-$\5 — Book-$12  SetofBook &CD-$25 
en re 
Fiddlin’ With the Dulcimer 
Abook of 42 tradition fiddetunes transcribedfor dulcimer in DAD settings. 
Tunes indudeBoatman, Rock the Cradle joe, Train on thelstand and many more 
Companion recordinghas Scott playing dulcimer & guitar with a stereo featurethat allows 
thelistener to play alongwith either instrument. 
Set of book with cassette or CD-R- $15. CD-Ronly, for alimitedtime-$3.50 


Song For Grandpa 
Scott plays dulcimer, guitar, banjo & mandolin, vocals on5 tracks 
Indudestitletrack, Scotland, Red Wing, Chicken Reel and many more! 
Companion book of tab available. 
CD-$15 Cassette-$10 Book-$12 
Book & CD set -$25 Book & Cass. set -$20 

Online ordering available at www. houdinimusicvideo.com or senda 
check/money order, with$1.50 s&h peritem (sets count as? items) to: 

Scott Odena, P.0, Box 22881, Little Rock, AR 72221-2881 


MiIDI-Melodies 


Visit: www.dpnews.com 


Idyllwild Waltz 


© 1994 Gladys Nielsen 


moun - tains give strength to the 
mor - rows de pend on to 


that is pass - ing 
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filled with years 
fu - ture _ this mo 


Barry & Linda Evans 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


lead the 


that have 
ment could 


Sweet Sounds Dubeimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 

Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's,Jewelry, 
Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 
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by Jeanne Page 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


“Where iss it, where iss it: my Precious, 
my Precious? It’s ours, it is, and we wants 
it. The thieves, the thieves, the filthy little 
thieves. Where are they with my Precious? 
Curse them! We hates them!” 


hus are the words of Gollum, “a 
small slimy creature...as dark as 
darkness, except for two big round 
pale eyes in his thin face and 
one of the most intriguing characters 
in J.R.R. Tolkein’s internationally 
acclaimed trilogy The Lord of the 
Rings. The hobbit ring-bearer, Frodo, 
exclaimed upon his first encounter with 
Gollum, “What a pity Bilbo did not 
stab the vile creature when he had a 
chance!” Most people in the civilized 
world are aware of J.R.R. Tolkein’s 
books and the adaptations to the screen 
in the celebrated Lord of the Rings 
films. Not everyone is aware that the 
Oscar and Grammy award-winning 
composer, Howard Shore, has created 
a two-hour symphonic adventure 
based on the twelve hours of music he 
wrote for the three films. According 
to Howard Shore, “It takes a concert 
audience through the story of the Lord 
of the Rings in a narrative way, using the 
choirs and their singing.” 

One Saturday evening I received a 
phone call from an administrator for 
the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra. 
In just six days, the orchestra would 
be performing the Lord of the Rings 
Symphony Conducted by Alexander 
Mickelthwate of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, he explained. Would I be 
willing to play the hammered dulcimer 
part written in the score? Now, I 
thought to myself, how often does the 
opportunity arise to play hammered 


dulcimer with a symphony orchestra? 
But in just six days? I let him know 
that I’d have to see the music before 
I committed myself. He assured me it 
was a small part with some arpeggios 
and he was confident that I could 
handle it. When I saw the score the 
next day, I had to agree with him. As I 
scanned the pages I could see a series 
of rolled chords—D, Bm, A, G—no 
problem. Some arpeggios of the same 
chords; no problem. A page of some 
weird disjointed quarter notes, Bb, A, 
Gb, Ab, F, etc, but at a slow pace. No 
problem. I'll do it, I decided! 

I spent the next day or two going 
over my sections, which were relatively 
easy. As I scanned the rest of the 
symphony, though, I began to see the 
challenge would be to hit the entrances 
correctly. The time signature moved 
constantly from 4/4 to 5/4 to 11/4, to 
3/4 to 4/4, to 7/4, often with just one 
measure of each. I needed to be on my 
toes when counting! 

I did some research and learned 
that this magical symphony has 
sold out in every city where it has 
played since its premiere in March 
2004. It includes a chorus singing in 
“Elvish,” four solo singers, a boys’ 
choir, unusual instruments such as 
Hardanger fiddles, Chinese, Japanese 
and Tibetan percussion, penny whistles, 
pan flutes and hammered dulcimer, for 
a total of over two hundred musical 
performers. In addition, images from 
the original storyboard artwork for the 
films are projected on a large screen 
suspended above the orchestra. They 
“chronologically align with the music as 
the story of the hobbits’ journey from 
the peaceful Shire to the dreaded land 
of Mordor unfolds.” This was going to 
be quite a production! 

I arrived at the concert hall on 
rehearsal day and was escorted to my 


place between a cellist and guitar player. 


Before I knew what was happening, 
the conductor lifted his baton and a 


moment later, with eyes glued to the 
paper, I counted away. Just minutes into 
the production I found myself rolling 
those practiced chords and doubling 

the arpeggios that my guitar neighbor 
was simultaneously producing. A few 
moments passed, and I could breathe 
again until the third movement. 

When the anticipated third 
movement began I was curious to see 
how my strange collection of odd notes 
was going to fit in with the other parts. 

I carefully counted to my entrance 

and began playing as the conductor 
pointed to me—and all of other 
instruments stopped. | hesitated. Did 

I miss something? Did the conductor 
stop the rehearsal? He nodded at me to 
continue playing and I did, though I felt 
myself slowing down as my mind raced. 
“Why am I the only one playing? This 
can’t be a solo. There’s no melody! Just 
all these weird notes!’ The conductor 
stopped and I heard a tiny little voice 
emit from my throat, “Is it just me?” He 
smiled and said, “But of course! You are 
Gollum!” 

My fellow musicians gave me smiles 
of encouragement and we began again. I 
played my jumble of bounced notes, all 
the time thinking, “What have I gotten 
myself into. It’s appropriate that I was 
assuming Gollum’s part for I’m sure I 
looked just like him, with two big round 


eyes and a pale face to match. With 
only one rehearsal scheduled before the 
actual performance I didn't have much 
time to panic; let’s just say I spent the 
entire 700-plus measures of the second 
movement with sweaty palms awaiting 
my “Gollum” moment! 

On opening night, as I sat in the 
midst of pounding timpani, soaring 
violins, flowing oboes and breathy 
pan flutes, I couldn’t believe my good 
fortune. The front row in any concert 
hall is not the best seat in the house. 
The one in the middle of the orchestra 
is, and I had it! Black pencil sketches 
of angry Orcs and the powerful Balrog 
hovered above us as red theater lights 
flooded the stage flashing wildly 
in time with each stroke from the 
percussionists’ collection of drums. 

I had the thrill of experiencing it all, 
caught in the eye of a musical storm! 
How glad I was that Howard Shore 
decided many months before that the 
hammered dulcimer would be the voice 
of “wretched” little Gollum. My short 
Gollum moment came and went without 
a hitch, and I marveled that never in my 
wildest dreams would I have imagined 
myself playing a hammered dulcimer in 
the symphony with an entire orchestra 
of exceptional musicians backing me up! 
As the book and movie concludes, 
Gollum once again takes possession 
of the ring that rules all others. As 
he topples into the fires of Mordor, 
his last wail of “Precious!” is heard 
reverberating against the stone walls of 
the mountain. As the wizard Gandalf 
predicted, Gollum had a crucial part 
to play out in the story. I was honored 
and delighted to have my hammered 
dulcimer give voice to this small but 
crucial part of the bigger Lord of the 
Rings story. 


Jeanne Page performs and teaches 
at festivals nationwide with her family 
band, “The Next Chapter.” She has several 
hammered dulcimer books available 
through Mel Bay Publications. 


www.thenextchapter.net 
jeannepage@comcast.net 
(505) 553-8205 
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www.susantrump.com 


Susan’s CDs 


"Visiting with my dear 
Live at Caffe Lena 


friend, Bob Mize, dulcimer 
maker and tour guide 
extraordinaire! Here we 
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dulcimer music to the hills 
of western Virginia" 


Susan's Tablature_ 
Book: Lee 
A Classical 
Collection 
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All CDs:$15 
Add $2 S/H 


AT LAST....... 
A dulcimer playing stand 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 
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and will easily travel with 
you and your dulcimer! 
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We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 
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y ty 
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The aluminum telescoping legs ar 
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folkcraft. 
fokkcrarU 300-433-3655 
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www.timothyseaman.com 
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Send SASE for brochure 


1006) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
~~ Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 
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OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 
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SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
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COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
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BLUE AND GRAY 
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Jeremy Seeger 
Dulcimers 


Handcrafted dulcimers 
that give a life time 
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or visit 


www.jeremyseeger.com 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 
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by Betty Smith 


he idea for a program of 
“Appalachian Words and Music” 
with Sharyn McCrumb and Betty 
Smith was not carefully planned 
out. It just came together and happened 
at the Kentucky Women’s Writer’s 
Conference in 1997. Of course, you can 
be pretty sure that Sharyn knows what 
she is doing, and this was her idea. For 
several years Sharyn and I had “talked 
ballads.” It is good to know someone 
who is interested in traditional ballads 
and someone who knows so much 
about them. Sharyn, Charlotte Ross 
and I were invited to participate in the 
morning session at the Conference. 
In the evening I was to do a thirty- 
minute concert followed by a reading 
of the Ballad Books by Sharyn. When 
I finished Sharyn asked me to stay on 
the stage and do some songs during her 
reading. I wanted to know which songs. 
“Oh, you will know them,” she said, 
and she gave me a list. Sure enough, 
some were ballads she had listened to 
before she wrote /f Ever ] Return Pretty 
Peggy-O, and they were mentioned in 
the book. Others were songs she was 
sure I’d know. But how would I know 
when to sing? “Oh, I'll let you know,” 
she said. We quickly told the college 
student working the sound and the lights 
what was about to happen. She was to 
move the spotlight and sound over to 
me without Sharyn’s saying anything 
like, “Now we’ll have a song by...” The 
theatrics were great and went off without 
a hitch. It’s been that way ever since. 
This wonderful experience has added 
another dimension to ballad singing, 
one of my favorite things to do. On 
occasion we have combined the Ballad 
Books with my book, Jane Hicks Gentry: 
A Singer Among Singers, the story of 
the incredible ballad singer who sang 
more songs for Cecil Sharp, the English 
collector, than any other singer in this 
country. 


polachian Words And Musi 


Sharyn says she listened to my music 
long before she met me. I read her 
Elizabeth mysteries long before I met 
her. But /f Ever I Return Pretty Peggy- 

O was different from the mysteries. 
There was plenty of suspense but this 
was a novel, an Appalachian novel. 
Ballads—*Little Margaret” and 
“Knoxville Girl”—were part of the 
story. The first threatening postcard in 
the book reads, “Is Little Margaret in 
the house or is she in the hall?” This 

is one of my favorite ballads. Several 
years ago I found Louetta Payne who, 
as a nine-year-old schoolgirl, sang it for 
Bascom Lamar Lunsford, The Minstrel 
of the Appalachians. The next message 
from “Knoxville Girl”reads, “I took 
her by her golden hair; I throwed her 
round and round.” I also found “Omie 
Wise” mentioned. My grandmother’s 


grandfather was the sheriff who arrested 


Jonathan Lewis, the murderer of Omie 
Wise, and I recorded the ballad on 

my first Folk Legacy album. Imagine 
finding all this in a novel! 

Some ballads I already knew and 
some I had to learn. I never liked “The 
Ballad of Frankie Silver” particularly, 
and didn’t sing it. Sharyn brought a 
Bascom Lamar Lunsford tape of the 
song to Hindman (Kentucky) Writers 
Week. We didn’t have an available 
player so we rode around in the car 
playing the tape until I “caught” the 
tune. She wanted me to sing it that 
night when she read from the book. 

In time, I became fond of singing the 
ballad unaccompanied. Sharyn is a 
wizard at weaving the present to both 
the past and the future, and nowhere is 
it more evident than in “Frankie Silver.” 
There have always been questions 
about whether a young girl with a small 
baby could have committed such a 
crime. Sharyn dealt with this and with 
questions about the death sentence and 
the possibility of putting an innocent 
person to death. 

I enjoyed our emails as she wrote 


the Ballad Books, and looked forward 
to each one. Each book deals with an 
issue that interests me. When she wrote 
The Hangman’s Beautiful Daughter, 
folks where I live could substitute the 
name of the river and the name of the 
paper company for the ones used in 
the book. They were mentioned in the 
Asheville paper every day. The Titan 
Paper Company is polluting the Little 
Dove River with dioxin, mercury and 
other vile things and Tavy is dying of 
cancer. The themes of all the books 
are serious and timely, but they are 
always entertaining and there is always 
a healthy dose of humor. Taw and Tavy 
force the company president (who says 
the river water is safe) to drink a quart 
of the murky river water and defy him 
to do anything about it. When I think of 
this scene I always get a good laugh. 

At readings Sharyn discusses how she 
came to write about certain subjects. 
What she reads is carefully chosen. The 
people who come to hear about her 
books have either already read them or 


will read them. From The Hangman’s 
Beautiful Daughter she often reads 

the Christmas scene in which Maggie 
Underhill sings “I Wonder as I Wander” 
accompanied by Tavy Anis on his fiddle. 
This is my opportunity to sing this 
beautiful song. 

The Rosewood Casket takes its name 
from a ballad I learned from my father 
and recorded on a Folk Legacy album 
in 1975. Where I live, the theme of land 
development and dividing the farms has 
been an issue for generations. Berzilla 
Wallin who remembered Cecil Sharp 
collecting songs in her community in 
1916 told me, “As soon as folks found 
out he didn’t want to buy land they 
liked him fine.” I usually sing Billy Edd 
Wheeler’s “Coming of the Roads” with 
this book. It is the theme song for many 
people in Western North Carolina, and 
Sharyn says it portrays more in a few 
words than she can in a book. 

Sharyn often reads a section of She 
Walks These Hills in which the disc 
jockey is drumming up sympathy for 
Harm Sorley, a prison escapee who is 
suffering from a disease that has robbed 
him of his recent memories. He “walks 
these hills” in search of his home that 
is no longer there. The disc jockey 
plays “The Darby Ram” from my June 
Appal album For My Friends of Song. 

So naturally I sing this song I learned 
from Bascom Lamar Lunsford with 
the refrain, “And he rambled...till the 
butcher cut him down.” 

I often sing “The Long Black Veil” 
when Sharyn talks about this book. 
Katie Wyler who “walks these hills” 
is reminiscent of Mary Draper Ingles 
and Jennie Wiley, both of whom were 
taken prisoner by Indians, escaped, and 
found their way home. Jane Gentry’s 
Harmon ancestors were a part of 
Draper’s Meadows, the first settlement 
west of the Allegheny Divide. They 
also founded Harmon’s Station and the 
Indians mistook Jennie Wiley’s home 
for that of Mathias Harmon. 

The North Carolina side of the 
mountains in Songcatcher sounds like 
home to me. I live on Bluff Mountain 
near the town of Hot Springs. The 
Appalachian Trail runs down the main 
street of town and this is a favorite 


stopover for hikers. Jane Gentry’s 
last home, where she ran a boarding 
house, is called Sunnybank, or The Inn 
at Hot Springs. Now Elmer Hall runs 
a vegetarian bed and breakfast (and 
sometimes dinner) inn. When we go 
down for dinner we sit in the parlor and 
tell stories about Jane Gentry and sing 
her songs. In The Songcatcher Baird 
Christopher runs The Cosmic Possum 
Hikers Hostel in a town called Bluff 
Mountain. In a scene with Baird and a 
hiker, Sharyn finds an opportunity to 
explain how to pronounce “Appalachia” 
and to let her readers hear how it 
sounds. The hiker says, “In New York 
we say ‘Appa-lay-chia,” and Baird lets 
him know that folks who live here call 
it Appa-latch-a.’ Oh, and “Cosmic 
Possum.” That comes from Jane Hicks, 
a poet friend from Tennessee. It is 
her name for people who come from 
families that still know about traditional 
ways but live in the modern world. 
Sharyn does an enormous amount 
of research for each book she writes. 
When she was writing Ghost Riders, Bill 
and I took her to the grounds of the old 
hotel in Hot Springs and to Marshall 
where the Vances once lived. Zeb 
Vance, who became the Confederate 
governor of North Carolina, worked as 
a desk clerk at the Warm Springs (later 
Hot Springs) Hotel as a young man. It is 
fascinating to see how she works all the 
bits of information into the story. | am 
in awe of Sharyn’s fantastic imagination 
and her ability to write while keeping a 
schedule that most of us would use as 
an excuse not to write. We have done 
programs together at colleges and 
schools, in libraries, at book fairs and in 


book stores—from a Revolutionary War 


era building in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia to a book store in Scottsdale, 
Arizona in 100 degree weather with 
no air conditioning. Each time we get 
together we have another opportunity 
to “talk ballads” and to renew an 
unforgettable friendship. 


Betty Smith has performed, taught 
and shared the traditional music of the 
South for over forty years in classrooms, 


concert halls, workshops and festivals. Her 


book, Jane Hicks Gentry: A Singer Among 


Singers (University Press of Kentucky) was 
awarded the Willie Parker Peace History 
Book Award by the North Carolina Society 
of Historians. 


1444 Bluff Mountain Rd. 
Hot Springs, NC 28743 
828-622-3381 
bsmith@madison.main.nc.us 
bettysmithballads.com 
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Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 
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* Hammer Dulcimers 
* Children’s Rockers 
* Ban-Jammers 
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soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
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offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 
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Katie LaRaye Waldren 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 
procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 
calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young. 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, V A 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Handcrafted dulcimers 
designed & built by 
Mike Huddleson 

since 1988 


6622 W. 35th St. So. 
Wichita, Ks. 67215 
316-524-0997 

a Mhuddleson@aol.com 
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ometimes unexpected doors open, 
» and it’s exciting to walk through 
4 those doors to see what happens. 
In 1998, Sweetwater (Shari Wolf, 
Cindy Funk and Shelley Stevens) was 
playing background music at Otterbein 
College in Westerville, Ohio at a 
reception for an author. The strains 

of our dulcimers, guitar and autoharp 
wafted amongst the crowd and was a 
fitting backdrop for conversation about 
the author’s body of work set in the 
Appalachian region. 

The author was Sharyn McCrumb. 
While we knew of her work and the way 
she weaves music through her novels, 
we did not know how important music is 
in the mechanism of her writing process 
and her life. When we launched into a 
quiet a capella song, suddenly we had her 
full attention. A new musical challenge 
and a new friendship were born. 

In Sharyn’s novels, music sets the 
scene and often guides the reader 
through the progression of the plot. It 
therefore is appropriate to include music 
in the book talks she gives throughout 
the United States. Artists who work 
with her include Betty Smith, Jack 
Hinshelwood and Sweetwater. 

Whether the musical selection is the 
traditional “Fennario” (for the novel /f 
Ever I Return Pretty Peggy-O), or a more 
contemporary tune like “Long Black 
Veil” (She Walks These Hills), the music 
acts as a sound track for the books, giving 
a wider experience to the reader. The 
audiences at Sharyn’s Words and Music 
events really seem to love the concept. 
Both Hinshelwood and Sweetwater have 
released CDs with much of the music 
used in the Ballad Series novels. 

One ballad, while traditional in feeling 
and scope, is really quite new. Lyrics 
for “The Rowan Stave” were penned by 
Sharyn while the music was written by 
Shelley Stevens. It is the hinchpin for the 
novel The Songcatcher. 

Sharyn is a wonderful person, smart 
as a whip, and music means a lot to her. 


While she uses words to tell her stories, 
music tells stories to her and is an 
elemental tool and partner in her work. 
Sweetwater enjoys being her back-up 
band! 

As for Sweetwaters’ other life, 
November 5, 2005, marks our 20th 
anniversary of playing music, singing 
and generally having a good time. We 
told ourselves when we began that we 
would only work as long as it was fun. 
It’s still fun! 

Over the years we have accomplished 
many things, and the list is punctuated 
by hundreds of friends we’ve made with 
our music. Just being around for twenty 
years is a feat in itself, and we’re proud 
of that. July 2005 was the ninth year for 
our Shady Grove Appalachian Dulcimer 
Camp, held at Urbana University in 
Ohio. We have also helped Louise 
Ziegler with the long-running Buckeye 
Dulcimer Festival, now in its fifteenth 
year. Over the years we have released 
several recordings on our Tweetwater 
Productions label. 

One of our most recent projects is to 
start an all-dulcimer music radio station 
on the internet called Sweetwater Folk. 
Check us out at live365.com/stations/ 
sweetwaterfolk. 

Our music has taken us on many 
roads that we didn’t expect. With every 
journey we have learned a lot and 
shared a song and a good laugh with 
those we’ve met. Twenty years? Heck, 
we're just getting started! 


The 
WORLD'S 
PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 


sweetwaterfolk.com 
shelleystevens.com 
Bookings: 937-323-5915 & 


Discography 
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1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


Toll-Free (USA only) 
888-473- 5810 


or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 
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by Amanda Pauley 


ong and story walk hand in hand 
through the mountain ballads 

) of Sharyn McCrumb. Music is 

a a cultural mortar in her novels, 

a melodic theme, and a motivating 
power for the author herself. Revenants 
and folk songs appear in the hills of 
Appalachia. Joan Baez, The Doors, and 
Betty Smith rise from the blue mountain 
fog. Dulcimers and guitars echo the 
tunes behind characters from centuries 
past to modern day. Sharyn writes of 
love and death, betrayal and revenge, 
and ties the past to the future, the 
people to the mountains, and Scotland 
to Appalachia. In her ballad novels 
music sings a wide range; songs present 
character traits and form threads of the 
plot. Storytelling might be Sharyn’s gift 
and endless historical research an added 
blessing to the reader, but an obvious 
reverence to songs of the past and the 
effect these have on the future claim the 
musician’s heart. 

The first novel in the ballad series, 

If Ever I Return Pretty Pegey-O, centers 
around a folksinger that lives in 
Hamelin, Tennessee and writes songs in 
hopes of a comeback tour. The suspense 
begins when threats arrive in her mailbox 
in the form of stanzas from folksongs, 
first the Child Ballad, “Little Margaret,” 
and later, “The Knoxville Girl,” a variant 
of “The Wexford Girl,” an English 
broadside from the 1700’s. In Sharyn’s 
imaginary but realistic Appalachian town 
the song proves to be an eerie forecast 
of events. As characters prepare for a 
high school reunion the songs “Keep 
Your Eyes on the Prize,” and “We Shall 
Overcome” take their thoughts back 

to the Civil Rights era. The Grateful 
Dead and The Doors comfort a Vietnam 
vet, and “Break on Through to the 
Other Side” provides the backdrop to 

a nighttime crime as suspense builds 
parallel to a musical history. 

Musicians will recognize the title, 
She Walks These Hills, from the chorus 
of Danny Dill’s 1959 song, “The Long 
Black Veil.” Third in the ballad series, 
this novel travels through the woods of 
Appalachia in the forms of an escaped 
convict, a lost hiker, and the ghost of 


Katie Wyler, a young girl kidnapped by 
the Shawnee two hundred years ago. A 
search ensues and the lost characters, 
all somehow misplaced in both time and 
place, collide in the hills of Appalachia 
where the past and the present convene. 
Each chapter takes theme and subtitle 
in choruses from the 1885 Tennessee 
Methodist Hymnal. Jimmy Rodgers and 
The Statler Brothers sing on the local 
radio station. The motivators behind 
murders rise from the earth throughout 
the tale and a betrayal is confronted 
under the final chapter’s subtitle, the last 
verse of “Amazing Grace.” 

The Ballad of Frankie Silver opens in 
a cemetery where gravestones mark the 
earth with a mystery of the past. Only 
a ballad and a few oral versions of the 
tale survive to explain the dead to the 
living. Frankie Silver is the first woman 
to be hanged for murder in 1833 and 
her distress is preserved in song. Sharyn 
parallels two murders more than a 
century apart and illustrates the depth of 
family love, the importance of a simple 
ballad, and how both transcend time and 
death. The sheriff of Hamelin comes to 
a decision about a modern day execution 
based on the similarities to the long ago 
murder described in the ballad. Should 
he lift up his voice in an effort to brake 
the wheels of justice or is it already too 
late and time to let the imprisoned man, 
Fate, rest forever? 

The Songcatcher is both journey and 
search for a song dating back to 1759. 
The novel moves between a present 
day folksinger’s search for the song in 
Appalachia and the path of the song 
through her family history. Centuries 
earlier, a kidnapped nine-year-old boy 
arrives in America with only memories 
and a song from his past. A dulcimer 
maker shares the Australian aborigine 
story of how the world is sung into 
existence. The importance of cultural 
preservation confronts the contemporary 
issue of song rights and ownership. 
After a plane crash, the folk singer 
is ironically trapped in the ghostly 
mountains of her family’s past with only 
the modern convenience of a cell-phone 
to save her; the only hope of preserving 
her family’s song lies with a character 
that speaks to the dead. 


Sharyn 


Story and Sone 
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Sharyn layers story with historical 
and scientific fact. The results of a 
passion for reading non-fiction material 
appear in details as varied as historical 
law, geology, botany and anthropology. 
Historical research supports the 
characters and events and allows her to 
depict century-old settings realistically. 
Sharyn’s musical knowledge shines 
through each chapter, particularly 
that of folk music. An inspiring read 
comes with a quick education on 
everything from Cecil Sharp and the 
Pentatonic scale, to tuning a dulcimer 
to Mixolidian mode. Sharyn does not 
write merely to entertain, but to explain 
“the issues and ambiguities that we face 
in Appalachia today.” She explains, 

“In my novels I want there to be truth, 
and an enrichment of the reader’s 
understanding of the mountains and 
their people.” The extensive facts 
behind her fiction come from dedicated 
research that goes far beyond reading. 
Whether it is by hiking the Appalachian 
Trail with a naturalist, exploring country 
music with Skeeter Davis, researching 
wood-working with a master dulcimer- 
maker, or sitting in Tennessee’s electric 
chair, Sharyn experiences in order to 
write. 

Music is also a significant tool in 
Sharyn’s creative process. She puts 
together a sound track of songs related 
to the themes of each ballad novel from 
an extensive album collection. The list 
includes songs that Sharyn pictures 
the characters listening to, even if the 
songs are not included in the actual 
books. Whether it is Janice Joplin or 
Don Williams, she listens to the tapes 
in her car and office as she begins the 
research for the novel. Sharyn explains, 
“The music serves as both the means 
of directing thoughts along the lines of 
motivation, characterization and theme 
during the planning phase of the novel, 
and later for the creation of mood when 
I am in my study actually working on 
the book.” 

Sharyn, with music literally in 
mind, imparts the importance of the 
Appalachian cultural tradition as 
well as a freedom from the mountain 
stereotype that society has created. 

Her words do not suggest living in the 
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past, but instead bring forward a proud 
cultural heritage and remember the 
ancestors and places of the past by 
celebrating the art of music, song, and 
storytelling. While walking through the 
blue green hills and foggy river valleys 
of Appalachia with Sharyn’s characters, 
past Civil War graveyards and among 
ghostly mountain legends, it is not at all 
difficult to feel that the world was sung 
into being. 

Sharyn is the author of seventeen 
novels, including the Ballad series: 
If Ever I Return, Pretty Peggy-O, The 
Hangman’s Beautiful Daughter, She 
Walks These Hills, The Rosewood 
Casket, The Ballad of Frankie Silver, 
The Songcatcher, and Ghost Riders 
(with the preferred title of Rank 
Strangers). She is the recipient of 
the Appalachian Writer of the Year 
Award in 1999 from Shepherd College, 
the Flora McDonald Award from 
St. Andrew University, Morehead 
State University’s Chaffin Award, the 
Plattner Award from Berea College, the 
Wilma Dykeman Award for Regional 
Historical Literature, presented by the 
East Tennessee Historical Society, and 
her work has twice received the AWA’s 
Best Appalachian Novel Award. She 
has lectured on her work at Oxford 
University; the Smithsonian Institution; 
the University of Bonn, Germany; and 
at universities and libraries throughout 
the country. Sharyn’s readings often 
include a live music performance, from 
a single guitar player to an entire folk 
group, dulcimer complete. 


sharynmccrumb.com 


Amanda Pauley, born and raised in rural 
southwest Virginia, writes of what she 
loves: the earth and its inhabitants, music 
and dance, and the human spirit. She is 
a marketing representative and freelance 
writer by day, and a member of the 
Southwest Virginia Social Dance Society, 
the Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club, and 
the Virginia Writers Club. Amanda lives by 
a line from author Ken Kesey, “When you 
lose your laugh you lose your footing!” € 
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Stories: Art and Dulamers 


For many years I’ve enjoyed talking with artistic people I 
meet through the dulcimer community. I kept thinking, “I'd 
enjoy seeing their stories in Dulcimer Players News. The 
moment arrived when I received a gracious letter from Barbara 
Houdeshell in Idaho. I surely wanted to know more about 
her life and how the dulcimer became part of it! Barbara 
unknowingly pushed me into action. Following are the stories of 
four women whom I admire greatly. This feature will continue in 
future DPNs, I’m sure. 

Madeline MacNeil 


Barbara Houdeshell 


arbara Houdeshell, a Native American dancer and 
beadwork artist (and dulcimer player!) was born at the 
Indian Free Clinic in Poplar, Montana, in 1948. She is 
an enrolled Assiniboine of the Red Bottom clan on the 
Fort Peck Reservation. Currently, Barbara and her husband, 
Tom, live in the mountains above Orofino, Idaho. “I’m very 
much into my culture,” says Barbara. “I’ve been learning the 
Assiniboine language for eight years and received my Indian 
name in 1998.” 

Growing up in an adoptive family, Barbara always felt 
something was missing. Even as a child she was enthralled with 
the beauty and intrigue of the Native Americans. She loved to 
play cowboys and Indians—always choosing the Indian roles. 

“When I began doing my own regalia (traditional wear) 

I didn’t know anyone else who did that work. I learned over 
the years. I beaded, off and on, for about thirty years until it 
became serious work about fifteen years ago” 

A regalia took 3,300 hours to complete. Pink and white 
roses have always been favorites; consequently the top of the 
regalia is beaded solid pink 
roses with white leather 
fringe to the ground. 
There are about thirty 
kilos of beads in all. The 
dress, beadwork, shawl, 
purse and fan weigh ninety 
pounds. She carries that 
weight when she dances! 

When did the dulcimer 
enter Barbara’s life? “I’ve 
always wanted to play a 
musical instrument, but 
didn’t have the money to 
buy one. I started praying 
for the Lord’s direction 
and soon after received 
a new catalog— Hearth 


Song. Inside was a tear-drop dulcimer for $118! The Lord had 
answered my prayers; I wanted that dulcimer. On Christmas 
morning, at the back of our tree, I found my sweet tear-drop 
dulcimer. I started playing it and practiced every day for about 
an hour. My neighbor, Peggy, plays all kinds of instruments, but 
not a dulcimer. She helped me with tablature, however, and my 
husband bought three dulcimer books for me. 

“Our local music store doesn’t know dulcimers, and the 
one in a large town about seventy miles away doesn’t carry 
dulcimers or accessories. The owner told me he doesn’t know 
anybody who plays one. Now I attend a jam session each 
Wednesday (most of my neighbors prefer country-western 
music) and everyone wants to know what I’m playing!” 


[Ed.’s Note: We have nine subscribers in Idaho; none are 
near Orofino. Barbara and our other Idaho dulcimer friends 
will help the instrument to grow.] 


Barbara L. Houdeshell 
PO Box 2441 
Orofino, ID 83544 


Marcy Tudor of Weatherbury Farm 


arcy Tudor’s high school yearbook described her as 
| an iconoclast. During her college years, she studied in 
) Scotland and after graduation joined the Air Force, 
attaining the rank of Captain and serving in the 
Vietnam Theater. In 1980, she and her husband, Dale, moved 
to Germany where he worked in the corporate headquarters 
of Bayer. The best part of the assignment, according to 
Marcy, was the six weeks of vacation afforded them and the 
opportunity to explore Europe. The couple stayed in small 
hotels, pensions and guest houses—and decided that a bed & 
breakfast was in their future. 

Returning to the United States with six-week-old Nigel 
in tow, the couple looked for a property on 10 acres and 
eventually found a 100+ acre farm. Opening in 1992, the 
bed and breakfast segued into Weatherbury Farm—an 
opportunity for city slickers to learn about life on the farm. 
The operation grew from two rooms in the farmhouse to an 
additional two rooms in the summer kitchen and eventually 
to include three suites in an old barn that they moved to the 
farm. 


In 1999, the family (now farmers!) visited the Canfield Fair 
where they stumbled across Dulci-More, a group of folk and 
traditional musicians from Salem, Ohio, led by Bill Schilling. 
Marcy, who has always loved folk music, thought she would 
like to play the autoharp, but found that her arms are too 
short. Throughout the next few years, she and Bill Schilling 
visited festivals (with the vision of a craft/music festival at the 
farm). Whenever she saw a hammered dulcimer she’d ask Bill, 
“Do you think I could play that?” 

Marcy also had a desire to learn to weave, and a flock of 
sheep joined the farm in 1993. She took some weaving courses 
and in January, 2001 purchased the equipment necessary to 
begin weaving at home. Two days later, Bill called and said 
someone had loaned him a hammered dulcimer; would she 
like to borrow his? The rest is history. (She still plans to learn 
to weave someday!) 
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Guests at Weatherbury Farm often took Marcy up on the 
invitation to try her dulcimer. Many a lovely evening was 
spent on the front porch with the dulcimer and an assortment 
of other instruments. Marcy was frustrated with the lack of 
folks to play music with in southwestern Pennsylvania, so 
Marcy, Dale, and Bill Schilling dreamed up Folk Music at 
Weatherbury Farm. It features workshops on folk instruments 
and enjoyed its inaugural season in Spring, 2005. 

Along the way, spinning and weaving came back into 
the picture, with the First Annual Sheep Fest happening in 
2002. The on-the-farm festival, celebrating the history of 
wool in southwest Pennsylvania, offers hands-on fiber arts 
opportunities—and of course, there is always music in the 
air! 


Marcy Tudor 

Weatherbury Farm 

1061 Sugar Run Road 

Avella PA 15312 

724-587-3763 
folkmusic.weatherburyfarm.com 


Margaret Buie 


‘ve been involved with some form of the arts from 

the time I was old enough to hold a crayon. Drawing, 
painting, writing, ballet, crafts, theatre —all fascinated 
me, and I perused them with varying degrees of 
satisfaction and competency. In the end, it was the visual arts 
on which I focused my attention. However, somewhere along 
the way I realized that one art element was missing from my 
life: music. I was surrounded by music, but had never learned 
to play an instrument. 

I envied musicians in that they shared their work with others 
face to face. Musicians play together. They interact while they 
pursue their art. Visual artists, on the other hand, paint in 
solitude and share their work in venues that they may never 
personally see. 

When I bought my first good dulcimer, I made a pact with 
myself that I would practice every day for three years. I kept 
that pact—mostly. Practice was sometimes abbreviated, but 
I managed to stay involved with the instrument in some way 
every single day. At the end of the three years, I felt that I 
could actually play. I wasn’t great, but I could, at last, play 
a musical instrument. From learning to play the dulcimer, I 
discovered that practice may not make perfect, but it does lead 
to improvement and progress. 

Retirement from teaching allowed me to concentrate 
on my own art rather than the art of my students. From 
metalsmithing, I learned patience. I learned that spending 
more time meant that the work was more finished, more 
precise, that an edge could be perfectly smooth, that a bowl 
could have a surface of concentric plannishing marks, a visual 
rhythm. These were, in themselves, small parts of the whole 


Continued on next page. 
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but perfecting them made the finished product sing. 

From watercolors, I’ve learned that it’s important to know 
the basics—to internalize them and use them until they 
become second nature. I’ve also learned that to make my 
paintings my own I needed to forget everything I thought I 
knew, rethink what I’m doing and invent new ways to put paint 
on paper by layering one color over another, thus making 
the work unique to me in a manner that others cannot easily 
imitate. 

All three disciplines—dulcimer, metals and painting — 
have taught me how to live my life more fully, productively 
and joyfully. Patience, practice and finding a creative solution 
in order to communicate my own vision have led to moments 
of true, unalloyed happiness. 


Margaret Buie is a member of Prairie Dulcimer Club, a 
cofounder of The Columbian Artists of The Historic Columbian 
Theater in Wamego, Kansas—a support group for area visual 
artists—and a Signature Member of Kansas Watercolor Society. 


Margaret can be reached at mbuie@wamego.net. Her 
work can be seen on the web at strecker-nelsongallery.com. 


Pat Moss, Dulcimer Artist 
by Maureen Sellers 
New Albany, Indiana 


at Moss has loved art and music all of her life. In 1991 

“BB she discovered the dulcimer world and immediately 

-@ began to lend her artistic talents to this new community. 
Li A few years ago Pat lost her father and her husband was 
ill. As therapy, she wrote songs on her mountain dulcimer. 
“Music fills my soul and gives solace and joy when needed,” 
says Pat. 

While thinking of new ways to express her art, Pat 
hums or sings. Her pets and neighbors know when she’s 
in her spectacular garden or near her fishponds, as they 
hear her sing Irish ballads or old love songs. Pat works in a 
variety of artistic mediums that feature both Appalachian 
and hammered dulcimer themes. She has also completed 
commissioned watercolors with nature-inspired designs. Her 
work has found its way into the hearts and homes of hundreds 
of musicians. 

Pat’s art can be found on more than twenty-five festival 
and club shirts in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Missouri and 
Tennessee. Her work is also evident at dulcimer gatherings in 
the form of beaded, wood-burned shakarees; festively painted 
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Maureen Sellers continues to teach, perform, publish and 
research the Appalachian dulcimer. She coordinates the Ohio 
Valley Gathering festival and the Dulcimer Chautauqua on the 
Wabash in New Harmony, Indiana. MaureenSel@aol.com. 


limber toys; and lavishly embroidered pick and hammer bags. 
Many folks may be seen wearing Pat’s wood or porcelain 

pins and earrings. Flower-strewing children, whimsical frogs, 
crayfish, patchwork state designs, autoharps, Christmas 
nativity ornaments, angels and jolly Santas are part of Pat’s 
unique designs. 

Pat and Maureen Sellers recently ventured into the 
world of stitchery and quilts with original dulcimer-themed 
patterns. These are marketed under the name MossyRose 
and McSellery. 

In the fourteen years that Pat Moss has been a part of the 
dulcimer community, she has worked hard to make a lasting 
and loving impression with her art. Those of us priviledged to 
know her work know that she has succeeded. 

Pat lives in Southern Indiana with her husband, Jim, and 
dogs, Blue and the Baby, plus assorted birds and fishpond 


critters. 
ay 


. : é r write for David's Dulcimers complete catalog: 
405 So. Parkline Dr. Call or write for David's Dulcimers complete catalog: 


New Albany IN 47150 (580) 847-2822 
812-945-7367 654 Acorn Lane ¢ Bennington, OK 74723 


olejoon@sbcglobal.net Visit Us Cilia at: 


songstringband.com/davidsdulcimer 


Rick Th um ‘s 
68$0nNnG ot the 
Month Club 


* one CD mailed monthly 

* pick 12 from over 25 titles 
¢ detailed lessons 

* broken down by phrases 

¢ user friendly 

* practice tracks with guitar 
¢ sheet music provided 

¢ full money back guarantee 


Motivating monthly lesson 
to increase your 
skill and repertoire 


Like a Private Lesson with 
Rick Thum mt 
Visit thenew 
and improved website! 


Get Started Today 
www.rthum.com 


log on to rthum.com 
or call and request an order form 


4565 S. Square Dr. 
High Ridge, MO 63049 
636-376-THUM (8486) 


Shelley Stevens 


sings 


Songs of 
Life, Love and 
Laughter 


(This ts not your Grandfather's Dulcimer!) 


CD $16.75 post paid 


Music to soothe, inspire, and tickle your funny-bone. Classical , Country, Ragtime & Rock 
send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 
Shelley@shelleystevens.com 


Enhanced CD! With photos, web link, email 
and Dulcimer tab! 


Includes: Dill Pickle Rag, Crazy, Darcy Farrow, Music 
Box Dancer, Bad Moon Rising and Viagra in the Water 
Plus 10 more 


MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
www.shelleystevens.com SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 


Supplies for 
Dulcimer Makers 


_~ 


£23 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument 
making supplies. All wood is carefully 
dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides 
and fingerboards are sanded to exact 
tolerances and matched. You'll also find 
quality accessories, strings, hardware, 
and quick delivery. 

Call or visit our secure website for our 

complete supply list 


Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer, 
Bowed Psaltery and Harp 


Ies@umenG 
Toll-Free 800-433-3655 
http://www.folkcraft.com 
info@folkcraft.com 


Bill Schilling and 
Linda Sigismondi 


Songs from Canal Days CD $15 
Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 
Songs from Canal Days 
Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 
Appalachian Ballads and Songs (& CD) 
Christmas Songs (& CD) 

Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 


Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 


Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Vols. 1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 
Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 
474 Kathy St 984 Homewood Ave 


Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 


740-446-9244 330-332-4420 


lsigis@zoomnet.net bill@billschilling.org 
Isigis. homestead.com 


billschilling.org 


HANDMADE WOODEN 
ORNAMENTS 


Dulcimer and Guitar in Mahogany, Maple, Walnut, 
Ambrosia Maple, and other woods. 
By 
CARROT CREEK 
Mountain Dulcimers, Noters, Accessories 
Stephen Miklos, Luthier 
Onraments are 3-1/4” to 4-3/4” long, scroll-sawn by hand 
from a solid block of wood. Select from available 


ornaments at www.carrotcreek.com — 
And see unique Carrot Creek Mountain Dulcimers 


steve@carrotcreek.com 


JUST RELEASED 3/05 
JOELLEN LAPIDUS IN 
CONCERT MARCH 2004 

with 
Novi Novog on viola 
Omar Valle on drums 


AUTHOR OF 
_ LAPIDUS ON DULCIMER 


ORDER FROM 


Www. LAPIDUSMUSIC.COM or write to: 


Joellen Lapidus, 1923 “2 Westwood Blvd. #5 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices 


See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 
Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers 
Ph#: 260/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue 

www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


PVC Musical instrements 2EDS & BLUES c,, 


1 
Y MCCORM4cG 
And How To Make Them MOLL Ck 
Harp, Violin, Cello, Slide Guitar, & and friends 


12 more. 120 pages of step-by-step 


plans and instructions 4 “ly : Vocal & instrumental 
arrangements of traditional 

aw contemporary tunes featuring 
mountain & hammer dulcimer. 


®@Fun and easy to build and play 
® Low Cost— Great Sound . SV 
®@ Most built in under 2 hours. é* . Send $15 + $2 s/h 

@ includes a FREE CD of band to Molly McCormack, 
tunes, solos & tunings $25.95 + $5.00 S&H 4302 Kinloch Rd., 
Louisville, KY 40207 
502-896-4186 


www.mollymccor 


148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 


VISA and Master Card accepted 


WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal od schools and beginners. 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 
Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
forsmith@pbellsouth.net 
www. windyriver.org 


Harpsicle $295.00 


Great for beginners, 
it includes a teach 


41/2 hs, 3 /2 octaves. 
Handcrafted in U.S.A. 


Available in colors (flavors.) 


222 Main Street, Rising Sun, IN 47040 
812/438-3032 


www.traditionalharps.com 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 
hidden voice 


Blue Lion 


Handcrafted dulcimers and guitars of exceptional quality played by fine 
musicians including: Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, Rosamond Campbell, 
Mike Casey, Carrie Crompton, Karen Detjen, Sarah Elizabeth, Robert Force, 
Lance Frodsham, Neal Hellman, Wade Hampton Miller, Karen Mueller, 
a __ Mark Nelson, Cathy Barton-Para, Jean Ritchie, 
Sally Rogers. Wayne Seymour, and Betty Smith. 


io 


Authorized builders of the 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 
to create a beautiful bowed 
saltry sound. Use your current 
\ sieseriie patterns or find new 
ones as you explore your 
dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 


Instruction booklet 
and rosin included. 
Works on mountain 
dulcimers, too! 


For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 
Yee e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 


phone: 650-573-8948 


POOOOOOOO OOO OOO OOOO, 


ROSAMOND CAMPBELL 


xX 
presents 


PLAYING DULCIMER % | Missigman Music 
IN THE x MASTER WORKS 
CHORD-MELODY STYLE jj | ene 


A Mel Bay Publication mm McSPADDEN 
4 Mountain Dulcimers 


b 
A REPERTOIRE * 
at AND B TOI Harps 
a INSTRUCTION BOOK Mi 


? , » Books, Hammers, Cases, Stands 
> Enlarge your musical landscape! Q 
> Combine drags, brushes, broken pinches, held notes, slides, steps, pulls, mm , MC/Visa or check. 
hammers, arpeggios and more to enrich the texture of your music. m% FREE SHIPPING ON 
: : ; ni at éS WEBSITE ORDERS 
> Special sections on hie Paden 35 Errors, Editing Music, Taste, ey INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 
ey Fingerings, Fudging (yes!) and more! x (Free shipping applies to US orders only) 
ey > For all levels, emphasizing beautiful playing from the start! x 
ey ey MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 
by $24.95 + $2.50 S&H Still available — Prices include shipping: bd 
4 Rosamond Campbell The Victorian Dulcimer m Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
mm 1037 Central Ave. Book $8.00 CD $10.00 Q 570-946-7841 
m Wilmette, IL 60091-2609 The RL othGe co $10.00 m dulcimer@epix.net 
@ Email: RosamondCBell@aol.com ; ; www. Missigman-Music.com 
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Jane Chevalier LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING 


Old But Timel : 2 
Old But Timely Jane Your chance to work with a master teacher 


in your home no matter where you live. 


« 


LONG-DISTANCE-LEARNING, with renowned player and teacher 
Steve Schneider, is designed to facilitate your musical growth through 
personally tailored hammered dulcimer lessons. You work in your 
ome, at your convenience, and you choose the goals for each lesson. 


SUVEFTETLETET ESET TEES STE STE Sees eeeeeee 


essons are conducted through an exchange of audio or video 
CD. Descriptive gh 8 


pages on music A 4 , and can target any areas of your music that you want to 
notation, scales, ‘ ; ; ‘ 
keys, & embellish- miprove. You will receive constructive and valuable feedback, 


ments included. : ; F ‘ ‘ 
itil ew ideas, and be given personalized exercises and 


Dulcimer Noel is a collection to practice. 
of beautifully arranged a seat eas 
hristmas carols on ham- . oS & 
‘ mer dulcimer like Angel's 2 F ‘ ‘ ‘ 
We Have Heard On High, Carol of the Bells, ¢ For more details, contact Steve Schneider at 


Deck The Halls, The First Noel & many more! © 1-888-DULCIMER or LDL@steveschneider.com, 


To order Jane’s music or for informa- or visit his website at www.steveschneider.com. 
tion on lessons, workshops and 
performances, please contact: 


ae skonty ted LEARN HOW TO % GAIN GREATER ot DEVELOP 
565 unn Road > THOR > PERECTIVE DEP 7 . ° — r_ 
Belleville, MI 48111 PRACTICE MORE EFFECTIVELY SPEED AND ACCURACY YOUR MUSICALITY 
734-461-2453 
jane2chev@aol.com 

Cd's $17.00, Tapes $12.00, Companion Book $24.00. 
Old But Timely set $32.00. Postage included on ail 
items. MI residents please add 6% sales tax 


Jim Curley’s 


; , A complete line of 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
as ial P Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
12710 Shawnee Mission Parkway 


Shawnee, Kansas 66216 handcrafted by Rick Fogel 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealerships: 

McSpadden* 

Rick Thum* j : ag 5 

SongBird* Rif \ He paw — 

9 alee ity DULCIMER CO. 

Stelling* Ss 

Deering* oa 
Nechville* = “ 7 

Garrison® ww Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 + (206)910-8259 

Tacoma* : r “ 

Bart Reiter* 
Goldtone* 
Wildwood* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Vega* 

Santa Cruz* Alt* 
Bourgeois* Mid-Missouri* 
Summit* National* 


Weber* Martin® If it sounds too good to be true, 


and many more! 


Old Time, Bluegrass & Vintage Instruments, it could be >) aire 


Accessories, CDs, Cassettes, Books, 
Miscellaneous, Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Kater 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy ° Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


Mountain Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


by Ralph Lee Smith 


A New Museum, And A Scheitholt/ 
Dulcimer Exhibit 


On April 3, 2005, the Museum of the 
Shenandoah Valley, a magnificent new 
museum located in Winchester, Virginia 
at the head of the legendary Valley, was 
formally opened to the public. The $20 
million, 50,000 square-foot museum, 
designed by famous architect Michael 
Graves, stands on the 264-acre estate 
of the late Robert Wood Glass, a direct 
descendant of Col. James Wood, and 
the founder of Winchester. Glass died 
in 1992, and left his Winchester estate 
and substantial additional assets for 
the creation of the Museum. I’m happy 
to say that one of the Museum’s first 
major exhibits, which will run for six 
months beginning on October 15, 2005, 
is entitled, “A Tale of Two Cultures: 
How the German Scheitholt Became the 
American Dulcimer.” 

The exhibit includes twenty 
instruments, of which seventeen are 
from my collection and three are 
from the collection of Josie Wiseman. 
Instruments from Josie’s collection have 
often been illustrated and described in 
this column, 


Six Thematic Areas 

The exhibit is laid out in one of 
the Museum’s major exhibit rooms, 
and is divided into six thematic areas. 
Each area features a large, beautifully 
designed descriptive panel that includes 
text, photographs and documents. An 
additional panel introduces the exhibit 
as the visitor enters the room. In each 
area, several instruments are displayed 
in library-style cases, with descriptive 
captions. 

A thematic case located in the central 
area of the room features and explains 
the scheitholt/dulcimer diatonic scale. In 
one corner of the room, there is a station 
at which one can listen to the dulcimer 
being played by traditional players, In 
the opposite corner, there is a “hands- 
on” station at which visitors can try 


playing the dulcimer, noter-style. 

This exhibit is the largest, the most 
ambitious, and the most imaginative 
of its kind that has ever been mounted 
by any museum, anywhere. I think we 
can consider it as marking the coming- 
of-age of awareness of and interest in 
the scheitholt and dulcimer as major 
features of America’s folk heritage. 

Here are the titles of the six 
descriptive panels and the center 
display on the diatonic scale, and the 
instruments that are displayed in the 
cases that accompany each panel. 


Panel 1, The Trail of the Scheithoit. 

1. Two-string scheitholt from 
Pennsylvania with single heart-shaped 
sound hole, dated 1781 on the back of 
the peg head. This is the oldest dated 
scheitholt that has thus far been found in 
America. 

2. Five-string scheitholt from Virginia, 
with two round sound holes, and 
faded painted decorations that include 
grapevines and flowers. Collection of 
Josie Wiseman. 

3. Three-string scheitholt from the 
Moravian community at Bethabara/ 
Salem, North Carolina. This instrument 
is illustrated in my book, The Story of the 
Dulcimer, Fig. 24, page 17, published in 
1986. To my utter astonishment, it turned 
up on eBay in June 2005! I got it! 


Panel 2, The Scheitholt and the Dulcimer 
in the Shenandoah Valley. 

4. “Swinette” (scheitholt) made by 
Junior Davis (1904-1998), Rockingham 
County, Virginia, dated 1997, Davis was 
the Valley’s last traditional scheitholt 
maker. 

5. Two-string scheitholt/dulcimer from 
Shenandoah County, VA, dated 1849. 


Panel 3, Links Between Scheitholts and 
Dulcimers. 

6. Scheitholt Mounted on a Sound 
Box. Collection of Josie Wiseman. This 
instrument is illustrated and discussed 
in my book, Appalachian Dulcimer 
Traditions. 

7. Replica of dulcimer with scheitholt 
features. Original instrument from 
Mocksville, North Carolina; replica 
made by Keith Young. 


8. Headless dulcimer, four strings, 
with scheitholt-style vertical iron tuning 
pins. Collection of Josie Wiseman. 


Panel 4, The Traditional Virginia Dulcimer. 

9. Primitive 5-string dulcimer from 
Southwestern Virginia or Eastern 
Tennessee, with hand-whittled head. 

10. Dulcimer from Carroll County, 
Virginia or Ashe County, North 
Carolina, with solid-D tailpiece. 

11. Dulcimer from Carroll County 
Virginia with open-D tailpiece, Owned 
by Confederate cavalryman William H. 
Robinson. 


Panel 5, The Traditional Hourglass 
Dulcimer. 

12. Dulcimer made by Charles N. 
Prichard, Huntington, West Virginia. 
Prichard was a Union cavalryman in the 
Civil War. 

13. Dulcimer made by James Edward 
Thomas, Knott County, Kentucky, dated 
1891. This is the oldest Thomas dulcimer 
that has yet been found. 

14. Dulcimer made by Jethro 
Amburgey, Hindman, Kentucky, No. 
104, dated 1939. 


Panel 6, Rediscovery and Revival 

15. Dulcimer made by Homer 
Ledford, Winchester, Kentucky, No. 978, 
late 1950s. 

16. Dulcimer made by Clifford Glenn, 
Sugar Grove, NC, dated 1993. 

17. Dulcimer made by Edd Presnell, 
Banner Elk, NC, elaborately carved, 
#1795, made in 1991, 


Center Display Case, The Diatonic Scale. 

18. Scheitholt, 4 strings, first half of 
19th century, found in Tennessee. 

19. Primitive lozenge-shaped Virginia 
Dulcimer, painted red, with folk art 
decoration. 

20. “Galax-style” dulcimer made by 
Jacob Ray Melton, dated 1992. With 
painted decoration by his grandson, 
Shannon Dawson. 


So there it is, folks. If you live 
anywhere near Winchester, or even a 
day’s trip away, try to see the exhibit 
during its run from October 15, 2005 to 
March 15, 2006! & 


1. Pennsylvania scheitholt dated 1781. No. 1 in 3. Virginia style dulcimer with “solid-D” 2. Scheitholt/dulcimer from Shenandoah 
the Exhibit. tailpiece. No. 10 in the Exhibit. County, VA. No. 5 in the Exhibit. 


Dulcimer music online 
Download from our website today! 
® High quality graphic files 


in both tablature and 
music notation 


® MP3 sound files 


e Our music is available at 
very modest prices. 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


¢ A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced 


www.frettedmusic.com 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer. 


4. Lozenge-shaped dulcimer from Southwestern 
Virginia. No. 19 in the Exhibit. 


Ken Kolodner’s 
Instructional Arranging Recordings 
Like taking months of lessons... 


Double CDs, each with over two hours of 
in-depth instruction for advanced-beginners 
through experienced players. Written music with 
chords included. Separately tracked arranging 
instructions include: 


® accent shifts; 
syncopations 


® many rhythmic 
variations (rag 
thythms, 4 against 3) 


ghost notes 
accompaniment 
improvising 
playing rounds 


the basic tune 
suggested hammer- 
ing, phrasing and 
dynamics 
pemeintonnces 7 tremolos 
stitutions (e.g. rela- : 
tive minors 5 min. ® anticipated beats 
ished 7ths, second- ® hammered/ bounced 
ary dominants) triplets 
basslines, flams ® two and three note 
chords 


..and much more, culminating in fully embellished versions! 


hand separation 
plucking, chromatics 
melodic runs, 
drones, fills 


Announcing a new instructional 
arranging recording of Seasonal music. 


Seasonal music Volume I: Waltzes and Slow Tunes Volume I: 
In the Bleak Midwinter, Angels we 
Have Heard on High, God Rest Ye 

Merry Gentlemen, Shalom Chaverim, 

1 Shall Arise (Hush My Babe), Do You 


Hear What | Hear 


Waltzes Volume II: 
Fiddle Tunes (Reels) Volume I: 
Fiddle Tunes (Reels) Volume II: 


$25 per Volume; $2 for s/h for the first volume; $1 for each additional 


www.KenKolodner.com 
KenKolodner@aol.com 
3806 Fenchurch Rd., Baltimore MD 21218 ® 410-243-7254 


Becom 


The Music for He 
a lively and trans 
students and voc 
Canada, leading to 


“The Heart-Centered Mus : 
intentionality & Intuition.” June 1 to 4, 2¢ 
at Notre Dame College, South Euch 
(see our website for additional 


For a comprehensive brochure and: a burrent 
schedule, please contact: 

MHTP, 22 West End Road, Hillsdale, 
518-325-5546 / email: mhtp@ben.net 
Please see our web site for: 


Graduate listings in the US and Canada, 
updated class sites and schedule, and the 
latest newsletter 


www.mhtp.org 


)) The Music for Healing & Tre 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Easy to Play 
Low Action 
Customize 


free brochure 
Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Heidi Muller 


“One of the dulcimer community’s best song- 

writers and performers” — Dulcimer Players News 

Gypsy Wind, Giving Back, Cassiopeia, Matters of the Heart CDs, $15 

Please add shipping of $3 for orders up to $20; $4 for $25-$35; 
and $5 for $40-$60. For more information, CD sound clips, 
and booking please see Heidi's website or contact 
Heidi Muller, PO Box 1064 
Charleston, WV 25324 


www.heidimullercom 


Mountain | Mountain Dulcimer Songbooks =| | Mountain Dulcimer Songbooks =| 


So Sang the River, Songs of Bill Staines, 

Vol. 1-$25 18 songs, 36 tab arrangements to sing and 
play, with companion CD featuring River, Roseville Fair, All 
God's Critters Got a Place in the Choir, and many more. 


New! Spirit Song, Songs of Bill Staines, 
Vol. Il - $25 -18 songs, 36 tab arrangements 
for both singing and instrumental playing, 
with companion CD. Includes Child of Mine, 
Music to Me, Crossing the Water, and other 
favorites. 


Dance with Orion — $15 
12 original songs and tunes for mountain dulcimer by 
idi Muller. includes Cassiopeia, My Old Cat, Winter's 


ince with Orion Companion CD - $10 

r $5 with Orion book purchase. Solo dulcimer 
versions of all songs in book including new recordings 
of Blue Mt. Lake Waltz, Jackalope Jig and March of the 
Nutcracking Crows. 
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Maureen Sellers : 
presents 


* 
MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 
CD FOR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities. ) 


**New! Simply Duets! $20.00 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax. 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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Mt. Dulcimer Books 
Getting Started 
Why Not Play in DAA 

Dynamic Dulcimer 

Tunes 


$17.95 Including s/h 


Hammer Dulcimer 
Books 


Square One..... 17.95 


Hammer Hands....$17.95 
Come Dance & 


s1 9:9 
OMG t2295 
Prices Include s/h 


Call me at 
281-370-9495 
or visit my wel page: 
www. peggycarter.com 
and order bookyor 
un-bound collections. 


Congratulations! 


Erin 


Rogers 


2004 
National Mountain Dulcimer 
Champion 
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‘, Dorothy Chase’s Three Chord Symphony 


by Ross Altman 
Los Angeles, California 


ne by one they came, Dorothy 

Chase’s old students, friends 

and family, to pay homage to the 

woman who first put a mountain 
dulcimer—or a banjo or a guitar—in 
their hands and taught them how to 
play it. They came to sing for her who 
had so often sung for them, who put 
music in their lives so they could make 
it themselves. They came to thank her, 
to tell stories about a woman who had 
welcomed them with open arms when 
others had closed doors in their faces 
and hid behind walls of prejudice. They 
came to say goodbye to a woman with 
passion in her heart and music in her 
soul, to remember what she gave them, 
and to hold each other’s hands in their 
loss. 

Dorothy was 18 years old when 
she married Charles in 1938, just in 
time to see his brother Homer join 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade that 
fought in the Spanish Civil War and 
to be grateful that he was one of the 
lucky ones who, as his name perhaps 
foretold, came home. Dorothy wore 
the mantle of this legacy proudly until 
she died on June 11, 2005, at her 
home in Claremont, California, after 
a seven-year battle with the same rare 
disease that struck down actor Dudley 
Moore—progressive supra-nuclear 
palsy, an irreversible attack on the 
central nervous system that eventually 
robs its victims of the capacity for 
movement and speech. 

If you missed the LA Times obituary, 
Dorothy and Charles built the most 
amazing shrine to folk music west of 
the Smithsonian—the Claremont Folk 
Music Center and Museum. Dorothy 
also founded the Claremont Folk Song 
Society and the Claremont Folk Music 
Festival, now in its 26th year, which 
ee when some dulcimer players got 
together one day in Memorial Park in 


Claremont. Dorothy was a painter as 
well as a musician, and her paintings 
filled the Folk Music Center where her 
students, family and friends gathered 
for “an open mike memorial.” 

Dorothy had not been able to speak 
for two years before she died, but that 
did not stop others from singing and 
talking to her. Doug Thompson, her 
Claremont Folk Festival co-producer 
until he and his wife, Cheryl, retired 
last year after the 25th annual festival, 
told me how he came to her home 
to sing for her just weeks before 
she passed away, and after an hour 
of serenading her she squeezed his 
hand in appreciation. It was the most 
eloquent thank you he could have 
received. In public he told a story 
about how Dorothy rescued an early 
festival from disaster when they got 
to the park and discovered all of the 
sprinklers had been left on and there 
was no one to turn them off. “Let’s 
just put the garbage cans over all the 
sprinkler heads,” she said, and so they 
did. The show went on! 

Her oldest daughter, Sue Chase, 
also sang for her mother, making three 
trips to California from her home in 
Virginia during the last three months 
to do so. Since her mother’s illness, Sue 
made a special point of remembering 
the songs her mom first taught her as 


a little girl and to sing them for her 
now. Her mother would try to sing 
along even though it was a struggle, 
and she was always right on cue. And 
when because of the illness her mom 
could no longer sing, she would still 

be “following every word and every 
note.,” Five years ago, when Dot could 
still get out a bit, Sue and her mom’s 
old friend, Molly Miller, dedicated an 
entire set of songs at the Claremont 
Folk Festival to her. At the memorial 
Sue and Molly sang one of Leadbelly’s 
favorite spirituals, “Mary and Martha,” 
and the song’s “charming bells,” never 
sounded sweeter, nor its line about 
“undying love,” more true. 

“Everything she touched turned to 
art,” Dorothy’s daughter, Ellen Chase, 
told me. Perhaps her greatest work 
of art is the Folk Music Center itself, 
which has evolved into a museum 
during its 47 years at the heart of the 
downtown village in “the land of trees 
and Ph.D.s,” Another of Dorothy’s 
grandsons, Grammy-winning singer- 
songwriter Ben Harper, put it best 
when he said, “What better way to 
enter the afterlife than that all of us 
gather to carry on the music that was 
Dot’s tradition? 

To those of us who looked to Ben to 
fill her shoes, he proudly and humbly 
said, “There are no shoes to fill, that 
door is closed. Dot is the only person I 
know who is as beautiful as the music 
she loved.,” Building on what he called, 
“Dot’s three-chord symphony,” he 
added, “The way I hope we can all 
carry on a piece of her is by trying 
to embody her beliefs.” That meant, 
“Peace first,” adding with his quiet 
elegance, “What’s the use of even 
living if we are not trying to personify a 
dream?” 

Ben, Joel and Ellen (who now 
manages the Folk Music Center) told 
me later about what made Dorothy 
a wonderful mother to a headstrong 
young girl. “She used to let me skip 
school a lot and just the two of us 
would walk down to the sea wall by our 


house in Weymouth [when they lived 
in the Boston area] and watch the tide 
come in.” 

When asked how the idea of the 
Folk Music Center was born, she said 
it was simply that they had collected 
so many instruments in the house that 
there was no longer any place to sit 
down: “My folks said, ‘Let’s start a 
store.” Dorothy herself played guitar, 
banjo, mountain dulcimer, hammered 
dulcimer and a little bit of piano. 
Thousands of her students throughout 
Southern California carry on her 
musical legacy. 

But with Dorothy, the legacy was 
more than music, which her daughter 
put into a few simple words when 
asked what were the most important 
things she learned from her mother: 
“First, guitar; second, love and 
appreciation for all living things; and 
third, to continue the struggle for 
peace and justice.” 

That struggle was not an easy one 
to carry on, Ellen pointed out, and 
she left me with a story about how her 
mom stuck to her guns even when it 
cost her a place to live: “When we first 
got to Claremont in 1958 a landlord 
refused to rent to my mother(I just 
happened to be with her, skipping 
school again) because they thought she 
was Mexican. When they found out 
she was Jewish they said, ‘Oh, Jewish 
is okay.’ My mother told them to go to 
hell.” 

To her students, to her friends, 
and to her family, Dorothy Chase 
was an example and an inspiration, 
and if there is a Heaven, she is now 
up there—a damsel with a dulcimer, 
sitting under a tree playing “Shady 
Grove” and planning next year’s 
festival. 


Postscript 

Ellen Chase and her co-producer, 
Alyssa Archambault, are carrying on 
the Claremont Folk Music Festival. 
For anyone who wants to get involved 
in next year’s festival (May, 2006), visit 


the web site or the Claremont 

Folk Music Center and Museum, 
220 Yale St., Claremont CA 91711, 
909-624-2928. 


Ross Altman is a full-time Los Angeles 
folk singer with a Ph.D. in English. He's a 
member of Local 47 of the AFM, a regular 
columnist for FolkWorks, and president 
of The Santa Monica Traditional Folk 
Music Club. Ross records for his own 
label, Grey Goose Music; contact him via 
greygoosemusic@aol.com.! 


rank Proffitt, Jr., of Todd, 
North Carolilna, passed away 
on August 7th. He was 56 years 
old. He was a gift to all of us who 
love traditional music: a very talented 
musician who proudly played the music 
of his family, a delightful storyteller, 
and a humble, generous friend. His 
father, Frank Proffitt, Sr., became 
nationally known as a folk singer in 
the 1940s through folk song collectors 
Frank and Anne Warner. His version 
of “Tom Dooley” was later made into 
a popular hit by the Kingston Trio. 
Frank Jr.’s mother was Bessie Hicks, 
daughter of early dulcimer builder 
Nathan Hicks of Beech Mountain, 
North Carolina. His uncle was 
storyteller Ray Hicks, and he counted 
among his cousins builder/musician 
Stanley Hicks, dulcimer player Nettie 
Presnell, and storyteller Orville Hicks. 
I first “met” Frank via 
correspondence in 1975. I wanted to 
buy a mountain dulcimer and found 
his father’s address in Jean Ritchie’s 
The Dulcimer Book. My inquiry 
received a response from Frank Jr. 
that his dad had passed away, but 
that he was honored to be continuing 
the family’s musical traditions by 
playing his father’s music. He was 
an endearingly candid and poetic 
correspondent. I wanted to learn how 
to play in traditional style and asked 
Frank if he had a recording. He did 
not, but drove from his home in Todd 
to Boone to make a special reel-to- 


reel tape of his music especially for 
me. I was touched by his goodness and 
generosity, and we became friends 
through the mail. Several years later, 
after I moved to North Carolina, | 
met Frank and played that music with 
him. Later, Frank graced our concerts 
at the Appalachian State University 
Mountain Dulcimer Workshop and 
usually got standing ovations. He 
was a wonderful performer, playing 
his mountain dulcimer and fretless 
banjo with exciting rhythm and the 
poise of being at home with the 
music. Traditional ballads were always 
memorable when presented in Frank’s 
clear singing voice. His speech and 
phrases still retained some of the old 
English of his family roots, which date 
back to the 1700s in the North Carolina 
and Tennessee mountains. When Frank 
told one of his family’s stories it was 
a treat to see how “tickled” he always 
got! For years he shared his music 
with many people in North Carolina 
as a popular member of the state’s 
Visiting Artist program, and performed 
at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival. 
Frank and his wife, Nell, had two sons, 
and he loved to spend time with his 
grandchildren. 

Lois Hornbostel 
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- | Saw Three Ships —_ 


Tune DAD Arrangement by Madeline MacNeil 


saw three ships come 
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‘Twas Joseph and his Fair Ladye, (2x) Pray whither sailed those ships all three (2x) 


soi aa cai alia O, they sailed into Bethlehem, (2x) 


O, he did whistle and she did sing, (2x) ; 
And all the bells on earth shall ring (2x) 


Saint Michael was the steeres-man, (2x) ; 
And all the souls on earth shall sing (2x) 


Always New and Exciting 


Dulcimer Players News Subscribe or 
Subscribe or renew Renew Online 
your subscription for a year 
or two of good reading www. 


dpnews.com 


@ Current subscribers: |f your mailing label is dated 11/1/2005, your 
subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before January 1, 2006. 


@ Subscription Rates 

United States 1 $24 (1 year—4 issues) or ‘4$45 (2 years—8 issues) 

USA, first class postage 43$29 (1 year—4 issues) or ‘4$55 (2 years—8 issues) 

] Canada and Mexico $26 (1 Year)* -] Other countries $26 (1 Year)* 
*US banks, VISA, MasterCard, American Express or international money order only 


@ New subscriptions 


_! Please begin my subscription with the next regularly scheduled issue (The DPN is published in February, May, 
August, and November and mailed to subscribers in mid-January, mid-April, mid-July and mid-October.) 


_ Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 


@ Renewals 
_ Please renew my subscription. /f your address is new, please tell us the old one also. 


@ Total enclosed __-_———————SUVISA, Mastercard, American Express #_ = 
Exp date: Signature 
Name = 
Address 
City State Zip Phone number (if using credit card) 


Our mailing list is used solely by Dulcimer Player News. Names are never sold or shared in any way. 
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ARE + YOU - MOVING? 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. 
It will not follow you otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 


@ Old Address (Please print clearly) @ New Address 

Name Name 

Address Address 

City State Zip City State Zip 
Effective - 
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Late Summer Waltz 


Traditional Scandinavian 
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For festival and concert booking: 
www.steveandruth.com 


Cabin Cove Music 


Cabin Cove Rd. 


wille, North Carolina 28698 


What's New 


by Neal Walters 


Safe Haven ¢ Pop's Orchestra, Modern 
Mountain Dulcimer, 449 Allen Chapel 
Road, Batesville, AR 72501, modern 
mountaindulcimer.com, info@modern 
mountaindulcimer.com. (CD) 

The “pop” in Pop’s Orchestra is 
David McKinney of Modern Mountain 
Dulcimer fame and the Orchestra 
consists of three skilled young mountain 
dulcimer players— Aaron O’Rourke, 
Eli Valencia, and Erin Rogers—teamed 
with Amber Rogers on fiddle and 
banjo. When these folks meet at a 
festival, they make memorable music 
together. These tracks were recorded 
in a makeshift studio in back of David’s 
shop during a larger “family reunion” 
of Modern Mountain Dulcimer 
owners celebrating the completion of 
David’s 1,000th instrument. Guests 
contributing to the recording included 
Don Pedi, Ezra Valencia, Dee Ann 
Gillispie, Doug Rogers, Coleen Walters 
and Neal Walters. At the orchestra’s 
request, a significant portion of sales 
of the album go to benefit the Family 
Violence Prevention, Inc. Safe Haven 
program. Tunes include Whiskey Before 
Breakfast, Rock the Cradle Joe, Barlow 
Knife, Uncle Henry, and Hector the 
Hero. 


South Meets East « Joe Ridolfo, 1885 
Chattanooga Valley Road, Flintstone, GA 
30725, rahini@comcast.net. (CD) 

Joe Ridolfo plays mountain 
dulcimer, guitar, banjo, and autoharp, 
giving you tunes like Candy Man, Pig 
Ankle Rag, and Johnson Boys. He also 
plays sitar, banjo dulcimer, ukulele, 
and tambora and hangs out with some 
great East Indian musicians, giving 
you tunes like Raga Bhoopali, Om 
Jagdish Hare, and Bol Eck Tara. Throw 
in harmonium, fiddle, Cello, more 
percussion and various sound effects, 
and you’ve got what might be termed an 
eclectic mix. East doesn’t meet South 
on every number, but when it does as 
on Sandy Boys/Old Joe Clark or Over 
the Waterfall, I'm thinking it could just 


as easily be called Bonaparte in the 
Tandoori Restaurant. I like it! 


Clear Blue Trickling * Mohave, c/o Jerri 
“Jae” Futch, J.0.B. Entertainment Inc., 
P.O. Box 560727, Orlando, FL 32856, 
407-257-5598, jobentertainment.com, 
jae@jobentertainment.com. (CD) 

Mohave consists of Bing Futch on 
vocals and mountain dulcimer; Bunky 
Garrabrant on vocals, trumpet and 
melodica; Automatic John Cokes on 
vocals, keyboards, and harmonica; 
Randy Kemp on vocals and bass guitar; 
and J.D. Fosse on drums. This is the 
first of two planned releases that 
will chronicle events in 1962 at the 
legendary El Rey Drive-In Theater 
in a dusty little Nevada town called 
Nowhere. Mojave’s music combines 
elements of African slave chants, Native 
American rhythms, Celtic folk, Latin 
styles, blues, country, reggae, rock and 
progressive pop. Your mileage may vary, 
but the groove is solid, the rhythms are 
sophisticated, the concept is clever and 
Bing’s electric dulcimer drives the whole 
thing nicely. 


Quilted Journey and Treasures of Our 
Journey ¢ Long Ago String Band, Jack 
Giger, 713-213-3208, mtdulc@aol.com or 
jlwoods10@msn.com. (CD) 

The Long Ago String Band is a great 
dulcimer-oriented old time band who 
tend to keep a low profile in Mountain 
View, Arkansas. Jack and Mary Giger 
with Lloyd and Joyce Woods comprise 
the group. Jack and Mary live in 
Mountain View most of the year while 
Lloyd and Joyce can’t seem to settle 
down anywhere since they retired from 
work and from running the annual 
Summerfest in Carthage, Missouri. 
You'll often find Jack and Mary playing 
music at the Dulcimer Shoppe in 
Mountain View. Their CDs feature 
dulcimer, guitar, autoharp, concertina, 
mandolin, and banjo-mer and they sing 
beautifully. 


Dulcimer Tales © Chris Carlisle, 328 
Secretariat Way, Frankfort, KY 40601, 
502-229-4065, chriscarlisledulcimer.com. 
(CD) 

Chris began playing the dulcimer 


early in 2004 and had only been playing 
for ten months when he finished this, 
his first, CD. It’s possible that he 
stopped practicing long enough to 
sleep and eat but it’s still a mystery to 
me how someone could get this good 

in that short a time. Chris cites Larry 
Conger and Lee Rowe as his major 
influences, but I’m guessing hard work, 
natural ability and lots of practice are 
the real secret. It’s a no-brainer to 
predict a great future for Chris. Tunes 
(all originals) include Willow’s By the 
Brandywine, Appalachian Sunset, 
Morris & Mary’s Love, and Chickens in 
the Barnyard. 


Just One More ¢ Ba/sam Gap, Kathy Ivey 
& David Street, 4098 Tilley Creek Road, 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 (CD) 

David Street and Kathy Ivey serve 
up a nice helping of tasteful mountain 
dulcimer duets in a traditional vein and 
also sing a few. They call themselves 
Balsam Gap, which is near their home 
in Western North Carolina, and have 
been making music together since 
2001. You’ll hear slow and pretty 
along with the toetappers, and Kathy 
has also written some new words for 
several traditional tunes. The album 
title answers the question, “How many 
dulcimers does one player need?” 
Tunes include The Water Is Wide, Black 
Mountain Rag, Waterbound, and Sweet 
Hour of Prayer. 


Just Me and My Dulcimer ¢ Jan 
Hammond, 2145 S. Medina Line 
Road, Wadsworth, OH 44281, 
jan4dulcimer@yahoo.com. (CD) 

Jan Hammond has been a frequent 
winner at the Malvern, Quaker City, 
and Coshocton mountain dulcimer 
competitions in her home state of Ohio. 
Her debut CD is a nicely-packaged 
and well-produced mix of traditional, 
recently composed (by the likes of 
Pete Seeger, Pete Sutherland and 
Jerry Holland) and original material. 
Chris Wintrip adds nice bass guitar 
and Jan plays and sings with skill and 
confidence. Her original material 
includes songs about love, family, and 
relationships with equal time given to 
the old home place, fishing, and gully 


washers at Winfield. Tunes include 
Scarborough Fair, Bessie Jane, Winfield 
or Bust, and Sibling Rivalries. 


Dances with Dulcimer ¢ Mark Gilston, 
markgilston.com, info@markgilston.com. 
(CD) 

Mark Gilston has a repertoire 
encompassing songs and instrumentals 
from North America and most of 
Europe, particularly the British Isles, 
Scandinavia, and the Balkans. Mark is 
an award-winning mountain dulcimer 
player who also plays concertina, 
guitar, banjo, Bulgarian bagpipes, 
pennywhistle, ocarina, tambura, among 
other instruments. His new release 
features tunes from Scotland, France, 
Ireland, Macedonia, Sweden, Bulgaria, 
Norway, Bavaria, French Canada 
and Kentucky. All of the tunes are 
performed on solo mountain dulcimer. 
Tunes include Athol Highlanders, 
Boureé, Dennis Murphy’s Slide/Blarny 
Pilgrim, and Bufcansko Oro. 


A Mountain Dulcimer Potpourri ¢ ori 
Keddell, Lark Press, 119 Co. Hwy 107, 
Johnstown, NY 12095, 518-762-7516, 
lark119@citlink.net. (Book/CD) 

Lori Keddell’s latest book provides 
a wealth of material for the D-A-A 
tuning on mountain dulcimer. The 
songs are aimed at the beginning to 
novice player and the book includes 
two versions of each of the thirty three 
tunes: a melody-only tab for beginners 
and a chord arrangement for novice 
players (or adventurous beginners). 
An accompanying CD has the songs 
recorded so you can listen as you play 
along or just listen to get the feel of 
the songs that pique your fancy. The 
book is attractively laid out with spiral 
binding and includes notes that discuss 
the origin of each song. Songs include: 
Amazing Grace, At the Foot of Yonder 
Mountain, Aura Lee, Bury Me Beneath 
the Willow, and Careless Love. 


Many Songs of the Banjo-Mer ¢ Doug 
Thomson, Thomson Mountain Crafts, 
8755 La Vine St, Alta Loma CA 91701, 
909-987-5701, banjomer.com, doug. 
thomson2@gte.net. (Book) 

Doug Thomson has been playing 


the mountain dulcimer for nearly 
thirty years and was the director of the 
Claremont Spring Folk Festival for 
twenty five years. Along the way, he 
invented the banjo dulcimer—which 
he calls the banjo-mer—and has been 
building them for twenty three years. A 
few years ago, he released a CD called 
The Many Songs of the Banjo-Mer to 
demonstrate the many styles and sounds 
you can get from the instrument. His 
new book gives the notation, tablature 
and explanatory notes to accompany 
the ten tunes he contributed to the 

CD. The styles include strumming, two 
finger Dock Boggs style, cross picking 
and frailing a la Pete Seeger. Connie 
Allen assisted Doug in developing 

the arrangements for the tunes which 
include Cluck Old Hen, Rock the 
Cradle Joe, High Meadow Song, Waitin’ 
for the Federals, and Waltzing Matilda. 


This Is Ukulele Country * Debbie Porter, 
Lyric’s Mama Music, PO Box 267, 
Pittsburg, TX 75686, debbieporter.net, 
lyricsmama@aol.com. (CD) 

Dulcimer player Debbie Porter’s 
new CD features her ukulele playing 
and singing. The ukulele is back in 
fashion, and Debbie has been tireless 
in promoting the instrument among 
her dulcimer friends. The album 
features Deb’s uke and singing with 
some wonderful side men in a program 
of fourteen of the most enduring and 
popular country tunes including Hey 
Good Looking, Act Naturally, I Fall to 
Pieces, Lousiana Girl, Anytime, and 
Have I Told You Lately. There’s no 
dulcimer on this one, but you can play 


along! & 


Harp Doctor Autoharp Sales 
Custom Autoharps - $100.00 - $600.00 


www.harpdoctor.com 
864 888 0697 


Custom Vintage OS Harps, 


Custom New OS Harps 


12, 15 and 21 Chord Chromatics - From $100.00 
Diatonic Harps - from $325.00 


Authorized OS Dealer; 


Sue kis enter 


Custom and Guaranteed! 


fi ngerpicking & more for the mountain dulcimer 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET cD $15-Cassette $10-Tune Book $12 
Elegant collection of instrumentals 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK 


Instructional Book $22 


More than a year’s worth of fingerpicking lessons 


DULCIMER STRAPS adjustable w/quick release buckle $12. 50 
black, red, wine, blue, green, purple, brown, rainbow 


S&H $2.50 
Add $1 each add'l item 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax 


New Web Site! www.suecarpenter.net 


2160 Hideaway Lane 
Quinlan, TX 75474 
e-mail: scarpenter@onlineisp.net 
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SONGS of FAITH 


Susan Trump’s 


WITH mountain dulcimer, baritone dulcimer, guitar, banjo, and 
talented guest artists playing cello, flute, accordion, fiddle and piano 


FEATURING Angel Gabriel, Call Down a Blessing, Rainbow 
Connection and Hollow Flute; and Streets of Gold from the 
Mize dulcimer concert. FROM THE TIMELEss Angel Band/ 
Down in the Valley to Pray ro New ctassics by Bill Staines, 
David Mallett, Carla Gover, Bob Franke, Robin and Linda 
Williams, Jerry Rasmussen, and other contemporary songwriters, 
this is a collection you'll treasure and love to share. 

Produced by Paul Mills 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 
ALT TOHARI 


& 


One of VW rcnre 


untain 


Designed and Made 
by Dulcimer Players 
for Dulcimer Players 


THISTLEDEW ACRES 


Lee and Doug Felt 

P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 


leefelt@bright.net 


Nylon Cordura ® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerbaglady.com 


www.susantrump.com 


Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


$17 postage paid to: 


18000 Coleman Valley Road 
Occidental, CA 95465 


Dandy Duster 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


‘92 Winfield Champion « '99 Mountain Laure! Champion 


a ° 
* Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
/ Carey Dubbert 


$18.00 free shipping. Samples 
& disc. available to dealers. 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 


Cliff's Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, MI 48708 
989-892-4672 
cliffscrafts@chartermi.net 


Play list at www.monitor.net/~dca/carey 


ThE Muégie Studio Presents: 


Playing the 


Hammer Dulcimer! 
VHS Video $16.95 


Featuring Jénnijer Kangen 


Of Kattywompus String Band 


@ Dulcimer Watches & Wall Clocks 
® Ornately Engraved Dulcimer Hammers 
@ Dulcimer Dusters - Notecards 


And much more « call or email for catalog! 


TOLL FREE: (877) 365-5744 
kattywompus@earthlink.net 
412 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 


www.kattywompus.bigstep.com 


Fall 2005 = 45 


Lyrics by Randall Waldron Sam Rizzetta © 1988 


Good night lit-tle babe sleep tight my sweet babe may an - gels 


watch ov - er you all the night through. Good night lit - tle babe sleep 


Good night sleep tight sweet dreams come to 


you all the night through Good night sleep tight. 
a Sweet dreams sweet - - - babe. 


Words for “Luliaby” 

Randall Waldron, a hammer dulcimer player from 
Delaware, Ohio, attends Kentucky Music Week each year. He 
recently wrote words for “Lullaby,” the melody of which was 
printed in DPN Vol. 31, No. 1 (February-April, 2005). P've 
always thought this tune needed lyrics. Randall’s gentle words 
seem just right to make this a true lullaby 

Sam Rizzetta 

DPN Music Archives columnist 


Larry Conger’s 
Mountain Dulcimer 
Tune of the Month 


A monthly subscription based “Listen & Learn’ CD 
designed to help the mountain dulcimer enthusiast learn 
new skills and techniques when no instructor is available. 


work at your own pace 
listen as many times as necessary 
add tunes to your repertoire each month 
learn from a former National Champion 
no minimum purchase — cancel at any time 
one CD and written tablature mailed each month 


For subscription info contact: 
Dulcimerican Music 

P.O. Box 131 

Paris, TN 38242-0131 

E-mail Dulcimerican @aol.com 
or visit — www.larryconger.com 


Walkin’ Around Lucky 


Robert & Janita Baker 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 


Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


es 


x JEFF FURMAN x 
: 


Jeff, an award-winning dulci ; presents solo performances and also 

selections with his band, * Wood.” These recordings are traditional 
American and Celtic songs afi@itiusic performed on mountain dulcimer, 
old-time banjo, fiddle; guitaigaand cello. 


: 


" % 


Prettiest Girl in the County 
1 energetic and expressive tracks 
Performed by Jeff and his band, 
Well Strung Wood. Songs Include: 
Prettiest Girl in the County 
Ye Banks and Braes/Gentle Maiden 
/Crockett’s Honeymoon « Skye Boat Song 
Sarah Armstrong « Shuckin’ the Brush 
Annie Laurie +» Sweet Bunch of Daisies 
- Young Jane « Jenny Lind Polka 
‘Dutch Girl/Sandy Boys 


NEW RELEAS 


_ Jory’s Ladder 

| 18 pleasing and creative 

_ selections including: 
Before I Met You 

_ Sal's Got Mud Between Her Toes 
Believe Me, If All Those Endearing Young Charms 
Ned of the Hill + Waltzing on Top of the World 
Rose of Sharon Waltz 
Camp Meeting on the Fourth of July 
Jeff City » Come By the Hills 


To order, send $15 s/h to: 
Jeff Furman « 120 Conner Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


email; dlemr@yahoo.com « web: cdbaby.com/furman 


The popular 
Adjustable Music Holder 


manufactured by 
String Fever Music 
The most versatile hammered dulcimer music halder m the market! 


Choose paddle or 
clamp base. 


Adjusts to any angle! 


Plexiglass is 17” wide and is 
available in clear or 
smoke tint. 


Send Check or M.O. for $45 + $5 shipping to: 


String Fever Music 
1028 Ha Ha Tonka Road 
Camdenton, MO 65020 
573-346-4642 info@stringfevermusic.com 
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Heritage Dulcimer Camp 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Fete 

Spring Dulcimer Wek 

Spring Fling Rendezvous ............ 10 
WCU Winter Weekend 

Winter Dulcimer Fest 

Workshop & Concert Weekend 
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Guitar Shop Supply ............-. 21 
Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 
Wood-N-Strings Dulcimer Shop....... 


Dulcimers, 
DuJos and DulciJos 


Hammered Dulcimers, Banjos, 
Mandolins, Fiddles, Guitars, 
Bowed Psalteries, Lap Harps, 
CDs, Accessories, & more... 


Silver Chords 
Quicimer & Gift Shop 
105 1/2 Fox Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659 
423-788-2863 


Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5 


www.silverchordsduicimers.com 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 

Folkcraft, Masterworks, 
Strunal, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Hohner & Walton 
Washburn, Walnut Creek 


Plus: 
CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 
Instruction Books, Electronic 
Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 
Business Hours: 
10am-6pm, Tues. thru Sat. 
Closed Sunday & Monday 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimers@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 


www.prussiavalley.com 


VISA & Master Card 
r..--- Accepted = 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per 
word, payable in advance. 
There is a 15% discount for 
pre-paid (4 issues) unclassified 
ads running unchanged 

in 4 or more consecutive 
issues. 


Banjo-Mer Website: www 
.banjomer.com. See the many 
Banjo-Mers and the new items! 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic 
hammered dulcimer with pedals. 
New and reconditioned. Various 
prices. Alex Udvary, 2115 W. 
Warner, Chicago, IL 60618. 
www.cimbalom-master.com. 


Expressive hammered dulcimer: 
An instructional method by Carrie 
Crompton. Technical exercises 
and repertoire in a graded series 
of lessons for beginners. Covers 
melodic playing in eight keys 

and four time signatures, and 
beginning back-up techniques that 
sound really good. 130 pages. $25 
postpaid to: Carrie Crompton, 

11 Center Street, Andover CT 
06232, www.carriecrompton.com, 
barolk@sbcglobal.net. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 new 
acoustic instruments in stock - 
including fine displays of mountain 
and hammered dulcimers. 
Wildwood Music, Historic Roscoe 
Village, Coshocton, OH 43812. 
740-622-4224, www.wildwood 
music.com. 


A Treasury of Christmas Music 

for mountain dulcimer: 60 songs, 
hymns and carols from around the 
world; novice and above. Book/ 
CD $20. A Mountain Dulcimer 
Potpourri: 33 songs in DAA. 
Melody tab & chord arrangements; 
beginning & novice players. 
Book/CD $20. Night Songs and 
Lullabies: 35 mountain dulcimer 
arrangements; novice and above. 
Book/CD $15. Shipping:$2.50 

one book, $1 each add. item. 

Lori Keddell, 119 Co. Hwy 

107, Johnstown, NY 12095, 
518-762-7516, Lark119@ 
Citlink.net. 


Unclassifieds 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would 
like to take this opportunity 

to thank the MMD Family for 
ten years of support! We want 

to remind everyone to LIVE 
YOUR DREAM AWAKE, 

and as always we want to 

invite you to visit our web site, 
modernmountaindulcimer.com 

to learn more about our high 
performance mountain dulcimers, 
or call 870-251-3665 to place an 
order, ask a question, or to make 
arrangements to visit the place 
where they are created, Batesville, 
AR. Stay in tune! 


Erin Rogers, 2004 National MD 
Champion, may be reached for 
information on performances, 
workshops, or private instruction 
at 420 E. 13th St., Concordia, KS 
66901, by phone at 785-243-2944, 
or by visiting scenicroots.com. The 
congratulations photo of Erin and 
her Modern Mountain Dulcimer 
“Happy” is courtesy of Amber 
Rogers and was taken shortly after 
Winfield. ~ENJOY LIFE~ 


At Folk Notes, we select our 
dulcimers with the best sound and 
workmanship in mind. Black Rose, 
Butch Sides, Folkcraft, Folkroots, 
Jeff Gaynor, McSpadden, TK 
O’Brien, and our own mountain 
dulcimers. McSpadden Dulci- 
Banjos and the Folk Notes 
BanjMo, hybrid instruments 

with a banjo sound. Rick Thum, 
Songbird, and TK O’Brien 
hammered dulcimers, folk harps, 
banjos, autoharps, Irish and Indian 
flutes, tinwhistles, bodhran, ethnic 
percussion, books, and accessories. 
Dulcimer and autoharp lessons. 
Mon-Friday, some Saturdays. 877- 
273-4999, toll free for information 
or appointments. Folk Notes, 

2329 Curdes Ave, Fort Wayne, IN 
46805. www.folknotes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & 

CD, DVD. For beginning to 
intermediate hammered dulcimer 
players. Twenty-five tunes and 
arrangements. Also, book w/CD, 
DVD for mountain dulcimer. Mel 
Bay Publications by Madeline 
MacNeil. Book & CD: $20.00; 
DVD, $15. Shipping: $3.00 first 
item, $.50 for each add. item. P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express. Order online: 
madelinemacneil.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk Song 
Magazine has covered the world 


of traditional and contemporary 
folk music. Each quarterly 200- 
page issue includes articles, 
news, reviews, festival listings, 
and instrumental “Teach-Ins” 
plus lead sheets for twenty songs. 
Subscribing Membership starts 
at $25/yr. Basic Membership 
(includes CD each quarter with all 
the songs in each issue) starts at 
$50/yr. Info: Sing Out!, Box 
5253-D, Bethlehem, PA 18015- 
0253, info@singout.org, 
www.singout.org. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the 
international magazine dedicated 
to the autoharp enthusiast. 
Subscriptions: US-$20, Canada- 
$22, Europe-$24, Asia/South 
Pacific-$26. US currency, please. 
Stonehill Productions, PO Box 336, 
New Manchester, WV 26056-0336. 
ahquarterly@home.com, 
www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with 
Seth Austen. Private lessons or 
group workshops in scenic New 
Hampshire location. Acoustic 
guitar, fretted dulcimer, mandolin, 
bouzouki, fiddle, banjo, percussion, 
recording techniques. Styles 
include Celtic, Appalachian, 
bottleneck, blues, klezmer, 
international and more. For 
information visit www.sethausten. 
com, email seth@sethausten.com 
or call 603-539-8301. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the Guild 
of American Luthiers. See our web 
page for photo previews of back 
issues and images of our many 
instrument plans: www.luth.org. Or 
contact GAL, 8222 S Park Avenue, 
Tacoma, WA 98408, 253-472-7853. 


Dulcimer Players News 

Recent back issues $6 each. 
Dulcimer Players News, P.O. 
Box 2164, Winchester, VA 
22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Visa, 
Mastercard, American Express. 
Order subscriptions online: 
dpnews.com. 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune 
collections for hammered dulcimer 
and folk instruments. A source of 
common and uncommon tunes 
(some 550 in all), in a basic setting 
with guitar chords; information 

on the tunes of historical/musical 
interest. Includes Waltzes, Carolan, 


Irish, Scottish, Colonial, Jigs, Old- 
Timey Fiddle, 18 tune collections, 
two dulcimer tutors, two Scottish 
fiddle collections. For catalog or 
information: Sara Johnson, 449 
Hidden Valley Lane, Cincinnati 
OH 45215, 513-761-7585. New 
e-mail: kitchiegal@mac.com or 
check http://www.kitchenmusician. 
net/ for information on books and 
recordings, dulcimers, musical 
and historical links, downloadable 
music, etc. 


Guy George Music Company 
—Now selling online—Rick 
Thum dulcimers, Chieftain Penny 
whistles, Steel Drums and Fluke 
Ukuleles. www.guygeorge.com. 


Are you a hammered or mountain 
dulcimer builder, teacher, festival 
or workshop organizer? Dulcimer 
Players News would like to send 
you recent back issues to give to 
your customers, students, event 
participants at no cost to you. 
Contact DPN at 540-678-1305, 
dpn@dpnews.com. 


Personalized Music Straps. Have 
your name or favorite saying 
embroidered onto a music strap. 
Nylon straps—blue, black, red, 
green or purple. First five letters 
are included in price of $10 plus $2 
shipping & handling. Additional 
letters, $1 per letter. Checks & 
money orders accepted. Barry’s 
Custom Embroidery/DPN, 6304 
Riverview Drive, Kalamazoo, 
MI 49004, 269-345-4456, 
kaylabarry3@netscape.net. 


The Jam Factory. The “road kill” 
dulcimer is real! In 2003 while we 
were moving, the dulcimer fell out 
of our pickup and was run over 

by the 7,000 Ib. trailer we were 
pulling. This Phoebe was built, 

but not strung, so we finished 

over the tire track, strung it, and 

it was alright! Recently, it fell off 

a six foot high shelf and made a 
big dent in the floor; otherwise, 

no damage. It was still in tune! 
The Songbird Phoebe: Legendary 
Durability! Come see it at THE 
JAM FACTORY, Northeast 
Missouri’s dulcimer headquarters, 
207 N. Main, Hannibal, MO 63401, 
573-221-2520, songbirdhd.com. 
Celtic/Old Time jam every Monday 
night. Y’all come! 
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Mel Bay’s 

Mountain 

Dulcimer Wall ta 
Cahart i? 


Visually attractive, this user-friendly chart 
provides mountain dulcimer students 


Tailpiece 


and teachers with an overview of the 
instrument. Included are a chart of note 
locations on the fretboard for both DAA 
and DAD tunings, a comparison of DAA 
and DAD, diagrams of typical dulcimer 
stringing, and explanations of playing tools 
such as noters and picks. 

24" x 35" durable coated paper 


Price: $5.95 plus shipping 


Across The Blue Ridge: 
Songs with the Mountain Dulcimer 
Madeline MacNeil and Ralph Lee Smith 


Madeline MacNeil and Ralph Lee Smith first met at Skyland Lodge on 


A cross The Blue Ridge Virginia's Skyline Drive in 1974. Maddie performed folksongs in the Lodge's 
Mountain Room after dinner for delighted audiences of visitors and tour- 
ists, and Ralph had just moved to the Washington area after 
spending the 60s in the folk music world of Greenwich Village. 


On this recording, Maddie and Ralph play dulcimers and sing old-time 
tunes that they have especially loved and have often performed over 
the years. Versions of all the songs have been known in the Shenandoah 
Valley and the Appalachian Mountains for as long as anyone can 
remember. 


Waterbound * Somebody's Tall and Handsome * Scarborough Fair * The Old Woman 

and the Pig * The Storms Are on the Ocean * Who's Going to Shoe Your Pretty Little 

Foot? * Going to Boston « When Are You Coming to See Me? * Land of Promise * The 

Colorado Trail * Chickens are a-Crowin' * Shenandoah « Old Man at the Mill * Pretty 
$15 .00 Little Turtle Dove * My Home's Across the Blue Ridge Mountains 


To Order 


www.madelinemacneil.com 
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Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(8 486) 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 11/1/2005, that means your subscription ends with 


this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming vw 


January 1, 2006. Labels dated 2/1/2006 mean you have one issue after this 


November 2005-January 2006 Issue 
Subscription copies mailed in October. 


PO Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 22604 
Address Service Requested 
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Cardboard Dulcimer Kits 


White Cardboard Body 
Pre-cut Hourglass Shape 
Hardwood fretboard 
Easy to assemble 


Only 
$29.95 
per kit! 


Quantity discounts 
available 


Call for catalog 


800-432-5487 


Musicmaker’s Kits, Inc 
PO Box 2117 
Stillwater, MN 55082 


www.musikit.com 
Acoustic instruments you can build! 


